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THE MORE SURE WORD OF PROPHECY: A SERMON. 
(Concluded from page 52.) 

As a revelation from God, then, the Scriptures are the *“more 
sure word.” We mean by this, that the evidence of their being 
such a revelation, is better confirmed, and more to be relied on, 
than any thing connected with our feelings only. V > admit, 
indeed, that if the individual alone were concerned in what was 
about to be revealed, the impression might be made sufficiently 
strong and distinct, to constitute it arule of action. Thus, when 
God spake to Abraham, for example, and told him to “get out 
of his country, and from his kindred,—and that he would make 
him a great nation,” the impression was distinctly understood by 
him; and as he alone was concerned in the act to be immedi- 
ately performed, nothing more was essential :—the fulfilment of 
the promise was sufficient to show to succeeding generations 
that he was under the divine guidance, when it was important 
that they should be convinced of it. But had others been con- 
cerned in the act to be immediately performed, the impression 
he had, however clear and distinct, would not have been suffi- 
cient to convince them of their duty. Hence, on the other hand, 
when the Lord directed Moses to go to the people of Israel, (for 
the purpose of leading them out of the land of bondage, ) and to 
say to them, ‘“* The Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abra- 
ham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto 
you,” &c, Exod. iii, 15; ‘ Moses answered and said, But, be- 
hold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice ; for 
they will say, the Lord hath not appeared unto thee,” Ex. iv, 1. 
Nor was he censured for this; but the Lord caused the rod in 
his hand to become a serpent, to satisfy him that he should be 
enabled to maintain the divinity of his mission, by the power of 
working miracles. Evidence equivalent to this, is required, by 
universal consent, in order to support any thing, as a revelation 
from God, which claims the faith and obedience of the multi- 
tude. The constant appeals of our Lord, to the miracles he 
wrought, as evidence that he taught the things of God; the 
concessions of Nicodemus and others ; the clamours of the Jews 
in asking a sign, and their arts to dispose of his “ mighty works” 
without acknowledging him the Messiah, all prove that external 
evidence was universally required to support a revelation from 
God. And the circumstance, that Christians suspend the cause 
of revelation upon such evidence at the present day, and that 
infidels unite all their energies to dispose of it, confirms the sen- 
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timent. In this view of the subject, who can give the preference 
to “the light within” as the “more sure word of prophecy ?” 
We wish to be distinctly understood in this matter. It is not 
our, intention to say, that any of the operations of the Spirit, so 
far as they are designed to influence us as individuals, are not 
sure. If men tell us that they feel the awakening influences ot 
the Spirit, or the comforts of the Holy Ghost, or are moved by 
it to warn sinners to flee the wrath to come, or that they have 
had some extraordinary manifestation fromthe Lord tostrengthen 
their faith, we ask no miracle to convince us of the truth ot 
what they say. If their lives and tempers correspond with their . 
professions, we may consistently believe them. And all these 
feelings, we perceive, may agree with the true dictates of the 
Spirit. But should they go one step farther, and say that they 
had a revelation from God, and had come to instruct us in our 
duty, claiming that the thing itself, as well as the duty to observe 
it, depended wholly upon the revelation made to them, we should 
justly claim better evidence of its being a revelation from God, 
than any solemn declarations they could make of their being 
divinely inspired. If the “light within” be a sufficient revelation 
from God, for both teachers and learners, then all the evidence 
which has been furnished in support of the sacred Scriptures is 
to no purpose. Miracles have been wrought in vain, and pro- 
phets have been inspired only to give us a history of the Spirit’s 
operations in other times. We say, then, that as a revelation 
from God, containing a rule of faith and practice, the Scriptures 
are not only the most sure, but the only “ sure word of prophecy.” 
And they who would direct you to another guide, would deceive 
you, and ought to be avoided. 

This * word,” whose divinity is so amply supported, is “‘sure,”” 
as it respects the fulfilment of its predictions. This isasublime 
and interesting thought. History and recollection inform us of 
many things that are past. The book of God only is a true 
history of that which isto come. And true it is! No one of its 
predictions, whose fulfilment was fixed anterior to this time, has 
failed. Of the rise, the vicissitudes, and fall of nations ; of the 
character and the advent of the Messiah ; of every thing upon 
which prophecy has deigned to put its discriminating mark, we 
may trace a perfect history in the prediction itself. Should an 
individual announce the approach of awful and interesting 
events, and give no other evidence of his being inspired to do so, 
than merely the exercise of his own feelings, we should justly 
treat his prediction as a wild infatuation. But “the sure word,” 
supported by evidence which we cannot resist, raises us to an 
elevation, where future events are spread before us, like the 
grandeur of a boundless landscape to the eye of a traveller, from 
the mountain’s summit. We can no longer doubt the certainty 
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of what, without this aid, must have remained matter of mere 
conjecture. We see the rise and spread of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. Many are running to and fro, and knowledge is in- 
creased. The beast, and false prophets, and the whole army of 
infidels, are contending—now apparently succeeding, and now 
vanquished, until they are wasted away in the fight. Peace is 
given to the saints, and the knowledge of the glory of God fills 
the whole earth. We see, too, the end of the conflict. The 
dark cloud which has covered the tomb disappears. The divine 
Saviour declared, with a majesty which hushes the world into a 
listening silence, ‘All that are in their graves shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth.” ‘The Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and the 
trump of God.” ‘The sun shall be darkened,” when his last 
rays shall have been converted into streams of fire, and “the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat.” ‘The earth, also, and 
the things which are therein, shall be burned up.” ‘And the 
dead small and great shall stand before God.” «Seeing then, 
brethren, that we look for such things,” according to the “sure 


word of prophecy,” “let us be diligent,” and not listen to the 


visionary pretensions of such as say, “the resurrection is past 
already, and have,” thereby, ‘overthrown the faith of some.” 

The conditions and promises of the “ word” are as sure as are 
its predictions. ‘The benevolent Author of it never said to the 
broken hearted and oppressed, “seek ye my face in vain.” ‘ He 
that seeketh, findeth.” ‘* He that endureth to the end, the same 
shall be saved.” Yes, brethren, the gospel gives great encour- 
agement to come to the Lord in the day of trouble ; as we are 
every where in the blessed word assured, that we shall not be 
forsaken nor cast out. To that word I direct you. It is too 
well confirmed to admit of a doubt. You may rest your all upon 
it. It promises a rest—an eternal weight of glory, to all who 
spend the days of their sojourning below in meekness and fear. 
And here let me add, that it is as “sure” in its threatenings, as 
it is in its promises. ‘The Lord Jesus shali be revealed trom 
heaven—taking vengeance on all them that know not God, and 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction, from the presence.of the 
Lord, and the glory of his power.” 

We will only add, that this “ word of prophecy” is sure, in its 
adaptation to all the purposes for which it was designed. * It is 


a discerner of the thoughts and the intents of the heart.” There. 


is nO purpose or emotion of the soul, to which it does not ex- 
tend, to detect what is wrong, and approve what is right. Asa 
‘‘ perfect law,” all internal operations must consist with it, or 
they are not right. Every emotion, purpose, word and action, 
must be brought to this test ; and nothing can be admitted as the 
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result of the Spirit, which does not coincide with it. This is 
consistent ; for our feelings are extremely subject to change with 
changing circumstances. But the word abidesthe same. And 
we may examine it in all its bearings, as a sure revelation from 
God, when we are calm and composed, and rest upon the truths 
it contains, under all the changes of circumstance and of feeling. 
{t will furnish us with the means of subduing our prejudices, 
and following the true light. It will enable us, also, to convince 
the froward of their folly, and oppressors of their wickedness. 
By its light, we may lead the humble inquirer into the way of 
truth and happiness ; and from its rich store of promises, we may 
convey consolation to the afflicted. This, brethren, is the 
“sure word of prophecy”—* more sure,” in all these respects, 
than any thing else ever communicated to man. 

II. We come, secondly, to inquire, What is our duty with 
respect to this word ? Here little need be said. When we receive 
the Scriptures as a revelation from God, containing a perfect 
system of faith and practice, our duty with respect to them must 
appear plain. It is undoubtedly implied, that we should be con- 
stant and systematic in reading them. They afford practical 
lessons for all classes of men, from the highest to the lowest ; 
and a neglect even to read them, shows a deplorable ignorance 
of their great utility. But are not professors of religion extremely 
deficient in this matter ? Bibles are so easily obtained that all 
may have them ; and we suppose there are few who are not able 
to read them. Yet how many are there who keep a Bible, and 
are able to read it, but habitually neglect it? It remains for 
weeks together a silent prisoner in the desk, or immured in 
smoke and dust upon the open shelf, lessrespected and consulted 
than a heathen’s househuld god. ‘My brethren, these things 
ought not so to be.” 

It is, moreover, our duty to “search the Scriptures.” We 
may read them habitually, and not be benefitted, unless we search 
them. This supposes that we read with a definite object in view, 
and examine them carefully with reference to that object. The 
object must be a higher one than merely to gratify our curiosity, 
or to distinguish ourselves in idle speculations and uninteresting 
controversies. A story of great suffering, or of a successful ad- 
venture, in which w_ have no personal interest, will affect us 
more than this. But when we take up the Bible, we should feel 
that we have a part in it—that it is the book, and the only book, 
which infallibly shows us the way to shun all the evils we ought 
to avoid, and to obtain all the good we can desire. Oh, did we 
always read it with such a sense of its importance and utility, we 
should witness for ourselves, that it “is able to make us wise 
unto salvation.” 

But, furthermore, we must consult it to make a practical use 
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of the principles it contains. ‘ Whereunto,” says our text, “ye 
do well that ye take heed.” When we adopt the Scriptures as a 
universal ‘ text book,” we attach an importance to them which 
demands our highest and most undeviating respect. Mark the 
conduct of men in regard to other things, and you shall see an 
example worthy of imitation in this. The student, in any science, 
when pressed with a difficulty, hastens to the author whom he 
has adopted as a guide, for a solution of it. The merchant is 
seen daily poring over the current “ advertiser,” to gain all pos- 
sible knowledge of the best means of appropriating his capital, 
to succeed in his business. The surveyor or the traveller silences 
all controversy, respecting the course he is pursuing, by a refer- 
ence to the faithful compass. The mariner trusts his chart on 
the high seas, and the knowledge and integrity of his pilot, in 
unknown straits and channels. ‘The patient puts his life into the 
hands of the physician, whose skill he approves ; and the client 
risks his cause with the man, whom he has employed as his 
counsel. And ought Christians to do less with respect to that 
book, which is a sure guide in “ all things that pertain unto life 
and godliness 2?” 

An exhortation to “take heed,” implies an importance in the 
object of our concern, and a danger of being diverted from the 
proper course of attaining it, by inattention, or some other op- 
posing influence. Were a counsel to instruct his client to be 
particular, and “take heed” to all his directions, he would at 
once feel, that a slight variation would probably occasion him 
the loss of his cause; and an inattention to those directions 
would indicate either a want of confidence in his counsel, or 
little concern about the result. But as life is dear, and almost 
all men feel an interest in preserving it, should one neglect the 
prescriptions of his physician, after being seriously admonished 
by him to “ take heed” to them, he would be justly suspected of 
a want of confidence in his prescriptions. But, brethren, we 
have more, infinitely more at stake. The salvation of our souls, 
and all the vast interests of an evernal world, centre in the object 
before us. We, by profession, have adopted the Scriptures as 
an infallible guide. Christ, “ the author and finisher of our faith,” 
is our spiritual physician and advocate. ‘* The counsel of the 
Lord standeth for ever.” But if we “lean to our own under- 
standing,” and “reject the counsel of God against ourselves,” 
after having been admonished to ‘take heed” to it, may he not 
justly say, in the day when we “ bring swift destruction” upon 
ourselves, ** Ye have set at nought my counsel, and would none 
of my reproofs ; therefore I will laugh at your calamity, and mock 
when your fear cometh?” The voice of the Scriptures is a sove- 
reign voice, and demands attention. Iam interested, my dear 
brethren, to fix an impression of the importance of listening to if, 
Vou. xt. March, 1828. 10 
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at all times, as infallibly correct. I feel that my figures and 
representations are all too feeble for my object. Indulge me with 
another effort. Look at it in yet another point of light. Sup- 
pose we all stood at this moment condemned for sedition against 
an acknowledged sovereign, and were under sentence of death ; 
suppose an article were now presented to us, signed and sealed 
by our sovereign, containing specific duties for each one of us 
to perform, and terms of reconciliation and favour, by an ohser- 
vance of which, we should not only be reprieved from prison and 
death, but also exalted to be “heirs and joint heirs” with his 
‘beloved son,” in his kingdom ; suppose it should be told us, at 
the same time, that a suitable dispensation should be allowed us, 
to find out those terms and dvties ; and that, then, the sovereign 
would call us to give an account ; when those who had complied 
with the conditions of the article, should enjoy the privileges it 
promised ; but those who had not, should sutfer the greater pu- 
nishment—lI say, were this our situation at the present moment, 
how would we conduct ourselves respecting such an article ? 
We hardly need attempt an answer. Your feelings tell you how. 
We would seize it as an instrument of incomparable value. We 
would carry it with us by day, and place it beneath our pillow 
at night. We would search, examine, and compare it in all its 
parts, so as to be sure, and ascertain every point relating to our- 
selves. Andin no doubtful case would we hazard a word, or an 
act, without consulting this authorized rule of our conduct. 
Brethren, it is no fiction. We are rebels against the Sovereign 
of heaven and earth. The sentence of death is out against us. 
But the blessed God has given us space for repentance ; and, 
withal, an article, bearing the sanction of his authority, which 
contains terms of reconciliation, and a rule of action for all, in 
every condition of life. Here it is. And the solemn admonition 
of the giver is, “take heed” to it. Will you lightly esteem it ? 
Will you neglect it? Will you listen to “the voice of a stran- 
ger,” who would persuade you to undervalue it? ‘Be not de- 
ceived, God is not mocked.” “ Tous is the word of this salvation 
sent.” ‘* Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to 
the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let 
them slip; for if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and 
every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense 
of reward ; how shall we escape, if we neglect so great salva- 
lion 2” 

III. We come, then, thirdly, to notice the blessings which 
result from taking heed to this word. They who do so, are said, 
in our text, to “do well.” But in order to this, they must con- 
tinue to “take heed,” “until the day dawn, and the day star 
arise in their hearts.” This word is, we are told, as “a light 
that shineth in a dark place.” Whether we contemplate the 
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state of the world without the knowledge of God, or the state of 
the human heart in its native ignorance, we are struck with this 
fact, that both are dark ; and the light of gospel truth, in either 
respect, is appropriately represented as “a light that shineth in 
a dark place.” A light breaking through an aperture of the 
door, would not enlighten the distant inmates of a dungeon, but 
rather render the surrounding darkness still more intense and 
gloomy ; yet, rendering itself visible, it would enable them, by 
‘taking heed” to it, to come out of their darkness, into the en- 
joyment of its resplendent fulness. So gospel truth breaks into 
the darkness which covers the sinner, who is far from God. It 
gives him a just sense of the darkness which surrounds him, and 
points him the way out of it. As he “takes heed” to its dictates, 
it shines more and more, “ until the day dawns” upon him, “ and 
the day star arises in his heart.” He knows now the value of 
the light which shines upon his path. “ He that runs may read ;” 
“and the wayfaring man, though a fool, need not err.” It is 
not said of him, as it is of those who persist in their unbelief, 
that the “god of this world hath blinded their minds, lest the 
light of the glorious gospel should shine unto them ;” for he wil- 
lingly resists the adversary, and comes to the light. 

Another blessing which results from “taking heed” to the 
word, as a sufficient rule of faith and practice, is, that it affords 
means to quiet our minds, in all cases which might otherwise be 
doubtful and perplexing. Let a man accustom himself to dis- 
trust the sufficiency of the word, as a sure guide, and he is like 
a ship at sea without a helm, subject to the sport of the winds 
and the waves. But let one, on the other hand, accustom him- 
self to place the same implicit confidence in the doctrines and 
precepts of the Scriptures, respecting his religious conduct, 
which he does in the use of figures in settling his ordinary ac- 
counts ; and let him fee] the same safety in disposing of all mat- 
ters of faith and duty in one case, by the rule of the word, that 
he does in the other, by the use of his arithmetic, and he will 
abide calm and unmoved, amidst all the scenes of confusion and 
disorder around him. And why should he not 2? He has explered 
his ground, and has a reason for all his conduct. And he has 
the pledges of the great God, who holds the destinies of ali 
worlds in his hands, that it shall be well with them that fear him 
and keep his law. 

But he who rests upon the word of God, and is guided by it, 
will find it a never failing support. Its promises extend to objects 
beyond the narrow limits of time. ‘ Whosoever heareth these 
sayings of mine,” said our blessed Lord, “and doeth them, I 
will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a 
rock, and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house, and it fell not, for it was 
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founded upon a rock.” Here was true wisdom. In the most 
threatening storm, the consideration that his house was founded 
upon a rock, rendered him quiet. | But the rock, in the sense in 
which our Lord used the figure, is to hear and do the word. 
Then, amidst “the wreck of worlds,” the good man is happy. 
He quotes a thousand promises which invite him onward, as he 
passes the valley of death, or views the world on fire. These, 
brethren, are our views of “the more sure word of prophecy,” 
our duty with respect to it, and the blessings which result from 
observing that duty. 

We conclude by observing, that the Bible, if it be a revelation 
from God to a lost world, claims our unqualified submission in 
all cases of controversy and conscience We say once for all, 
that we have no fellowship for a religion without feeling ;—the 
religiou of the gospel is a religion of feeling. ‘If any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ he is none of his ;” and “the Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God,” 
Rom. vill, 9,16. But we especially deprecate, among profess- 
ing Christians, a claim to be governed by their feelings, as a rule 
of conduct. It is an error to which those, who wish to cover 
their wrongs under a cloak of high professions of piety, strongly 
incline. And what renders this the more to be deplored, is, that 
such persons usually despise those whose feelings are regulated 
by the consistent doctrines of the Scriptures, as destitute of ex- 
perimental piety ; and set themselves up as the only true subjects 
of gospel holiness. Allow them their claim, and they are pre- 
pared for almost any thing rather than Bible religion. Who of 
us have not witnessed enough, even among such as have not 
assigned to the Scriptures a secondary place as a rule of faith 
and practice, to be satistied of this? One neglects, or profanes, 
the holy sabbath ; another omits family prayer; and a third is, 
perhaps, guilty of oppression ; no matter what it is, so it is but 
suited to their love of indolence, pleasure, or gain, and for every 
reproof and admonition they have a ready answer. ‘We don’t 
all see alike.” ‘* My conscience,” says one, ‘don’t condemn 
me in this ;” and another’s “feelings don’t tell him that that is 
wrong ;” and something of the kind is appealed to by another, 
as an excuse for the most direct violation of the divine word. 
And who has not observed, that in all such cases, the conscience 
of which they speak, which means nothing more nor less than 
their feelings, is in perfect accordance with their interests or 
their prejudices? Now grant them their feelings as a rule, and 
their appeal to those feelings must be admitted. A secondary 
rule cannot be pleaded, where one of the highest authority has 
decided. And whether such feelings be right or wrong, the 
moment we give up the Scriptures, as the governing rule in ali 
cases, we have no means left to detect or regulatethem. ‘The 
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froward are let loose, to carry their designs without restraint ; 
and the church may mourn, in vain, the wide spreading desola- 
tion. Brethren, this is not a matter of idle speculation with us. 
It is of vital importance. Cleave to the word of God. Make it 
the man of your counsel. Walk by the light it imparts. And 
spurn every influence which would wrest it from your heart, or 
shake your confidence in it. 

Consider, for a moment, the means which God has employed, 
io cause this revelation to be taught and received in the world. 
Among these, we may reckon the holy sabbath. I know some 
have made light of this institution, and “ consider every day 
alike.” They claim that Christians may constitute their own 
sabbath for the purposes of religious worship, and serve God as 
acceptably on any other, as on the first day of the week. Should 
we concede this, yet we think these very people owe more to the 
sabbath, than they have the candour to admit. If all men were 
rcligious, we know they would contrive to meet at given times, 
for religious worship. But here is the great error. Instead of 
inclining to the worship of God, men by nature are averse to it. 
And would men of the world be likely gratuitously to unite in a 
plan, to call together any community, on a given day, for the 
worship of God? Especially, would they be likely to release 
their servants and dependants, a given portion of their time, to 
devote it to the service of God ? It is safe to conclude that they 
would not; and if God had not instituted the sabbath, and en- 
forced the duty to observe it by the most solemn sanctions, it 
would never have been instituted. But if there had been no 
sabbath, how could the gospel have been spread through the 
world? It might have made some. progress, we admit; but it 
must have been very tardy. Ifthe few Christians, brought to 
the knowledge of God by extraordinary means, had occasionally 
met together, there would have been nothing to influence those 
who had not the disposition, to meet with them. Servants and 
dependants, even with a disposition, would not have had the 
privilege to attend. But with the strong prohibition against 
worldly employment of every kind on that day, extending to both 
masters and servants, an opportunity is given to all to attend. 
And without an inclination, sufficiently vigorous to cause them 
to quit their employments in order to attend the worship of God 
on another day, the great mass of the people choose to meet 
their neighbours and friends at a given place, and spend an hour 
together, when all are at rest around them, rather than to loiter 
the whole day away inidleness. By this means they are brought 
into circumstances to hear the gospel, at stated periods, even 
before they become the subjects of it, so as to take pleasure in 
hearing it. As the design of the gospel is to reform a wicked 
world, we cannot but admire the economy of divine Providence, 
10* 
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in instituting the sabbath, so admirably adapted to the object of 
bringing all classes to hear the word. Are there not many ot 
those who now profess to esteem every day alike, and who point 
us to their own order and regularity in worship as evidence ot 
the possibility of Christian community without it, who owe 
their first knowledge of the gospel, and perhaps their first 
religious impressions, to the existence of a sabbath? I appeal 
co them, whether the time has not been, that they would have 
refused to lay aside the business of the world, and voluntarily to 
consecrate a day to the service of God, if that day had not been 
deemed, by common consent, a day of rest? If these things be 
so, they owe to the institution of the sabbath, more, we say, than 
they are willing to admit. But, brethren, we are not to forget, 
that the same cause still exists for hallowing the sabbath day. 
If all people were pious, we know that the sabbath would be “a 
delight,” wholly consecrated to the Lord. But there are yet 
many, who would never turn out of the way to hear the word 
themselves, nor would they allow the privilege to their servants 
and dependants, if the obligation to observe the sabbath, did not 
prohibit them from attending to their worldly employments. In 
view of this grand object, it becomes us to regard the institution 
of the sabbath, as a benevolent provision of our heavenly Father, 
‘or wise and good purposes. Every friend of morality and good 
order should give his influence to it; and especially every Chris- 
tian is bound to respect it, by a practical attention to its sanctity. 

Besides the sabbath, God has instituted the ministry of the 
word, as a means of spreading the gospel. No truth is more 
clearly laid down in the New Testament, than that a regular 
ministry is a part of the gospel economy. ‘“ Go ye theretore,” 
said Christ to his apostles, “and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you; and, lo, 1 am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world,” Matt. xxvii, 19, 20. Hence, ministers are 
every where represented as the servants of God, to whom the 
word of reconciliation is committed, whose duty it is to give 
themselves wholly to the work of prometing the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. It is theirs to labour, and, if need be, to suffer, for the 
gospel’s sake. They must “ preach the word,” in general; and, 
in particular, “ feed the flock of God which is among them, 
taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly ; not 
for filthy lucre, but of a_ready mind ; neither as lords over God’s 
heritage, but being ensamples to the flock,” 1 Peter v, 2, 3, 
Hence, too, the admonition to the people; “ Hear ye the word 
of the Lord :” and, “* Remember them which have the rule over 
you, who have spoken unto you the word of God ;—and submit 
yourselves, for they watch for your souls, as they that must 
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give account, that they may do it with joy and not with grief,” 
Heb. xiii, 7, 17. 

Now, since God has instituted the sabbath and the Christian 
ministry, as the great means of spreading the gospel, it is con- 
sistent to suppose that he would supply some additional means, 
to make it the special duty of his people to meet together on that 
day, and to bring their families with them, for the purpose ot 
hearing the word. And has he not done this, in the institution 
of the ordinances of his house ? In baptism, and the Lord’s sup- 
per, we find every thing necessary to this object. The first, 
from its very nature, lays parents under strong obligations to see 
that their children attend the public worship of God ; and the 
second cannot be complied with without their own personal 
attendance. They might otherwise persuade themselves, that 
they could read and meditate at home, and so neglect “ assem- 
bling themselves together,” if it were not for these duties, expli- 
citly enjoined upon them, which they cannot perform but with 
association. And the duties themselves, when performed, are 
calculated to impress the mind, in a most effectual way, with the 
great truths of the gospel. Considering, then, the tendency, 
and, we think, the principal object of these ordinances, it be- 
comes all Christians scrupulously to observe them; and espe- 
cially so, because the command to observe them is an explicit one. 

We close with one reflection more. If it be for the good of 
society in general, that the wholesome doctrines of the gospel 
be diffused through the world, and if these be the means of dif- 
fusing them, then it must be an object of importance with all the 
friends of morality and religion, that within every district of 
suitable dimensions, there should be a convenient house erected 
and consecrated to this service. In this place you have erected 
one, for whose consecration we are now assembled. Perhaps 
you will think, that a greater portion of this discourse ought to 
have been devoted to this subject. I frankly confess, that I feel 
the force of such a reflection. But, brethren, I will not disguise 
the fact, that local circumstances have influenced me in the 
choice of my subject, and in the general discussion of it. You 
are planted in a neighbourhood, where your sons and daughters, 
almost daily, hear the word of Ged spoken of, as inferior to the 
‘light within.” It is natural that they should be brought, by 
this means, unconsciously, to undervalue it. I have been con- 
cerned, on this occasion, to fix an impression in their minds, of 
the importance of the divine word, as “the only rule, and the 
sufficient rule, both of their faith and practice.” Yow have re- 
ceived it as such ; and that it may be so transmitted to them, in 
the way God has ordained, you have erected this house. The 
object was worthy of a people, who understand the economy of 
the gospel, and feel its importance. Having succeeded in your 
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undertaking, it now remains for you to respect this place, as the 
‘‘house of God.” Enter into it, at all times, with prayerful 
reverence. Watch cautiously against its becoming a vehicle ot 
destructive errors, Preserve in your community a vigorous and 
wholesome discipline. Bring hither your families and friends, 
and offer them up to God in ardent prayer ; and maintain among 
yourselves that practical piety, which will add weight and influ- 
ence to your profession. In so doing, you shall reap an abundant 
reward for all your labour. I say, indefinitely, an abundant re- 
ward ;—for who can calculate the extent of it? Here you may 
sit and commune together, as “in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus.” You may often be disposed to say, with David, «* How 
amiable are thy tabernacles, oh Lord of hosts !—A day in thy 
courts is better than a thousand ;”—or to sing with the poet, 
** My willing soul would stay 
In such a frame as this, 
And sit, and sing herself away, 
To everlasting bliss.” 

With such joys as these you would not willingly part, for all your 
labour and expense in erecting this house, many times told. 
But you have a greater prospect,—nor is it a fancied one either. 
You may yet live to see those, surrounding this altar, and invok.. 
ing the blessings of your God, for whom you have offered up 
many a prayer, and shed many a tear. Qh, should you be 
favoured with such a privilege, I know you would say, “ It is 
enough.” But though enough, it is not all. When you shall 
be congregated in that valley, and slumber in the dark and silent 
grave, your children, and your children’s children, and, perhaps, 
the wandering stranger, will shed a tear upon the turf which 
shall cover you, in remembrance of the event, that your benevo- 
lence projected, and your hands reared, this “ sanctuary of the 
Lord.” May the Lord bless you, brethren, and preserve you in 
peace ; and in this house, which you have erected for bis name’s 
glory, may he dwell among you, and render his gospel a means 
of the salvation of thousands. 





BIOGRAPHY. 


iin 
MEMOIR OF THE REV. FREEBORN GARRETTSON, 


As it is expected that a biography will be furnished of our 
lately deceased and much lamented father in the church, the 
Rev. Freeborn Garrettson, it is intended in this place to furnish 
merely a sketch of his valuable life. It seems, indeed, desirable, 
that a permanent record of all the distinguished servants of the 
church, who have laboured for its prosperity, and died in the 
work, should be preserved ; and we know of no place where 
this can be so conveniently done as in the Methodist Magazine ; 
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as this is likely to survive when we shallall be assigned to the 
tomb. 

Mr Garrettson has already given to the public a history of 
the early part of his life, and of his successful ministerial labours. 
‘rom this account it appears that he was born in the state of 
Maryland, inthe year 1752. In early life he enjoyed the advan- 
tages of a good education, and was taught the fear of God. It 
is saying nothing to distinguish him from other human beings, to 
say that in his youth he exhibited those evidences of hereditary 
depravity, which marked him as a fallen being. These are 
common to our nature. In no case, indeed, are these more 
strikingly illustrated, than in those severe struggles which are 
experienced in a greater or less degree, by every sinner, when 
brought under the light of gospel truth, to a knowledge of him- 
self, and to the necessity of redemption in the blood of Christ. 

To these struggles Mr. Garrettson was no stranz er, as is ma- 
nifest in the account he has given of his religious experience. 
As before stated, it is not intended to give a particular account 
of those exercises in this place. It need only be observed 
therefore here, that in the year 1775, in the 23d year of his age, 
after a long and severe, and painful season of repentance, mani- 
fested in strong cries and tears to God for mercy, he was made 
a partaker of the pardoning love of God. 

Not long after this eventful period of his life, he became con- 
scious that it was his duty to call sinners to repentance. It was 
not, however, without sore conflicts of mind, arising from a deep 
sense of his unworthiness, as well as a just view of the vast im- 
portance of the work, that he entered on the discharge of this 
duty. 

A train of providential circumstances led him among the people 
called Methodists, a people at that time few in number, greatly 
despised and persecuted. By them he was encouraged and much 
comforted. After exercising his gifts in various places, and re- 
ceiving evident tokens of the divine approbation, in the latter end 
of the year 1775, he joined the conference of Methodist itinerant 
ministers, and immediately commenced his labours of love. In 
these labours he continued, with unremitting diligence, and for 
most of the time, with great success, until the day of his death. 

From the time of his entrance into the travelling ministry until 
the year 1784, the time the Methodist societies in this country 
were erected into an independent church, Mr. Garrettson travel- 
led extensively through the states of Maryland, Virginia, North 
and South Carolina, ‘Pennsylvania, Delaware, and New Jersey. 
In most of these places astonishing success accompanied his 
preaching. Every where sinners flocked to the standard of the 
cross. ‘Tears and groans were exchanged for shouts of praise 
fo God. Many stars from this part of our hemisphere, will de«. 
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corate his crown of rejoicing in that day. Nor were his labours 
unattended with suffering. He was beat, bruised, and impri- 
soned, for the cause of Christ. But he “endured as seeing him 
who is invisible,” ‘suffering all things for the elect’s sake, that 
they might obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

In February of 1784, he embarked for Nova Scotia. In this 
country he continued about three years, labouring assiduously 
and successfully in the cause of Christ. Travelling on foot, 
through wildernesses, muddy roads, often carrying his provision 
with him, he became inured to hardship, and was no stranger to 
the privations of a primitive missionary. But his “ bow abode 
in strength.” ‘The pleasure of the Lord prospered in his 
hands,” so that at the close of his gospel labours in this region 
of country, there were about six hundred members in society. 

In 1788, being assisted by twelve young preachers, who were 
placed under his direction, he commenced his missionary labours 
in the state of New-York, extending them into the western part 
of Connecticut, and a part of the state of Vermont. The same 
tokens of divine approbation which had attended his labours in 
other places, were manifested during his present exertions. In- 
deed, as the salvation of perishing sinners was the constant object 
of all his efforts, God gave him the desire of his heart in an emi- 
nent degree. 

Respecting the commencement and progress of his work in 
this part of the country, as well as the subsequent part of his life, 
we are pleased with being furnished with a short statement, by 
Mrs. Garrettson, his bereaved widow, long the partner of his 
joys and sorrows, and who now lives to mingle her tears with 
the ashes of her husband. This testimony is the more valuable, 
because it comes from one the most intimately acquainted with 
him of whom she speaks. 

As the early part of Mr. Garrettson’s life has already appeared in 
print, both in Europe and America, it will be unnecessary for me to 
dwell upon it; but I shall, as God shall give ability, say something of the 
character of him to whom my God in great mercy united me thirty-four 
years ago. My first acquaintance commenced at my brother in law’s, 
Mr. Tillotson’s, to whose house he came on an invitation. This was 
his first visit to the North, where he was appointed to labour. And 
surely it was a dry and thirsty land. With us he remained, I think from 
Friday until Monday. His first sermon was in a barn, to a few people, 
on this text, ‘‘ We preach Christ Jesus, to the Jews a stumbling block, 
to the Greeks foolishness,” &c. On Sunday he preached in a mill, 
opposite the Dutch church, on “ The wind bloweth where it listeth,” 
&c. The number of hearers was increased ; the church was emptied 
into the mill. His next appointment was in the evening, at Mr. Til- 
lotson’s house ; and a large hall was filled with attentive hearers. The 
text I think was, ‘‘ The master is come, and calleth for thee.” And 
trom that time there were regular appointments made at the house once 
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a fortnight. We had various gifts exhibited ; the preachers in succes- 
sion had a comfortable resting place on their journey, and the inmates 
of the house the benefit of their prayers. Mr. Garrettson on Monday 
took his leave, carrying letters of introduction to my mother. On rising 
from her bed the morning of his arrival, she spoke of a text which had 
been powerfully applied to her mind: ‘ This day salvation has come to 
thy house.”” Every where he was well received, and many were left 
in tears. One said he need not change his appearance to be received 
as an angel. This was his first commencement in our country. Many 
were under serious awakenings ; and had it not been for the settled 
clergy, I have no doubt but a glorious work of the Lord would have 
spread: but wherever they were, they set upa cry of “ false doctrine,” 
and frightened some out of their convictions, who sunk again into the 
security in which they had lived. Will not their souls be required at 
the hands of those who have caused their departure from religion ? 
’Tis a fearful thought! Preaching, however, was established at Rhine- 
beck, and three churches have been built in succession, each larger. 
than the other: some precious souls are rejoicing in heaven with their 
angel pastor—and some on earth are on the way to glory. Four years 
Mr. G. laboured on this district, at the conclusion of which we were 
married ; and he then had a station at Philadelphia, a place which was 
always very dear to him, and where his labours have been greatly 
blessed. This was in the year 1793, when the yellow fever raged to 
the destruction of hundreds of the human family. As we were going 
in, thousands were flying from the contagion. It was a fearful time. 
The spring following we went back to New-York: here Mr. Garrett- 
son purchased a farm, settled his family, and took his regular appoint- 
ments. Five years we lived in this place, happy in our humble lot, 
and here it was our only child was born. At the end of this period, 
he made an exchange for the place where my daughter and myself 
now reside, and I trust will, while tabernacled here below. This year, 
having a house to build, he could not travel. The day the house was 
raised, while he stood admiring how easy the frame was carrying up, 
the power of God was so gloriously manifested, that he had to retire 
to the lime house to give vent to his tears. After composing himself, 
he returned; they were now prepared to raise the other part, and while 
it was going up again the Lord smiled from heaven upon him, and lest 
he should have shouted out aloud, he retired to give expression to his 
joys, and give glory and thanks to his gracious Saviour. Qn his return 
home he related to me, with much satisfaction, the circumstance, and 
truly we rejoiced together.—The next day we had the company of dear 
and much beloved Mr. Asbury. The company of his brethren was 
always to my friend one of his highest gratifications; no one could 
enjoy it more. 

His worldly concerns at this time would often burden his mind, and 
often he would be distressed on his being called frem that labour in 
the church to which he had devoted his life; and sometimes he would 
say, with tears in his eyes, that God had designed a bright crown for 
him. One night I heard him conversing in a low voice, with tears 
and groans. Soon after he turned to me and said, he had been 
pleading with the Lord not to take his crown from him on accouht o: 
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his unfaithfulness ; and the Lord had told him, no man should take his 
crown ; that God would accept what he could do in his present situa- 
tion. He rejoiced, and was greatly comforted. 

Our house being nearly finished, in October 1799, we moved into it; 
and the first night in family prayer, while my blessed husband was 
dedicating it to the Lord, the place was filled with his presence who, 
in days of old, filled the temple with his glory. Every heart rejoiced, 
and felt that God was with us of atruth. Such was our introduction 
into our new habitation ;—and had we not cause to say with Joshua, 
‘As for me, and my house, we will serve the Lord?” ‘Twenty-seven 
years this has been our resting place ; and though we have never had 
a death in our house, yet two precious saints have been carried from 
it to their long, long home. 

Though my dearest friend was often away, his punctuality in writing 
made his absence less tedious. I have now upwards of a hundred 
letters, written from various places, in all which he speaks of the heavy 
cross he finds in being absent from a family he so much loved; but 
still was enabled to rejoice in the work to which the Lord called. When 
he had been home for any length of time, he became absent, and often 
in great heaviness. When we walked together, I would try and divert 
his mind, by calling on him to view all nature in her loveliness. “ Oh! 
yes,” he would say, ‘it is all very beautiful; and God is very boun- 
tiful to us, my dear; but the burden of the Lord! souls are perishing ; 
and this country is no field for me.” There was a continual conflict, 
so that I dared not make the least opposition to his visiting the 
churches ; for this was his element, and in this he was blest and made 
a blessing to others. And I now thank my God, that I never pained 
his feelings on this account. I gloried in the success with which his 
labours were crowned. If I did wrong in any thing respecting his 
travels, it was that I did not fully give my approbation to itinerate with 
him. I never saw our way clear in that matter. It would certainly 
have much lessened our separation; and once I determined to leave 
all and go; but previous to his taking a station, which would have been 
in Lynn, he hurt his leg, and was confined to his room for months. 


How many visits he has made to Baltimore, to the Eastern Shore of 


Maryland, to Washington, Georgetown, to Philadelphia, Connecticut, 
Boston, Newport, Schenectady, ‘Albany, New-York, and other places, 
since we married, [ am not able to enumerate ; but all will tell in lumi- 
nous characters, in that day when_he and the children God has given 
nim shall assemble at the judgment seat of the Most High. All times 
of the night, and often at the break of day, has he landed from the 
steam boat, and come to his welcome home, to bless and praise our 
God together, for keeping us while apart, and uniting us again in health 
and safety at his footstool. Tis over now ; no more happy meetings 
——no more sorrowful partings—his toils are all over—no more crosses 
to take up—the labourer has entered into rest. Little did I think, 
when last he left this place, he was to return no more alive. Our part- 
ing at this time was to have been for a few days; no damp, no fore- 
bodings hung upon our minds. Our meal was pleasant, and I thought 
[ never saw him more sweetly support the Christian character than he 
did at this last dinner. Several friends were with us. His breast 
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seemed to be the seat of a peace that nothing could disturb. I shall 
never forget his looks. 

A more forgiving temper never existed in any mere mortal. He 
could keenly feel, but never to resent, never to retaliate. If he sup- 
posed, at any time, he had spoken too hastily, he was always ready to 
own himself the aggressor: at the same time he well knew what was 
due to his character and standing in the church of God. 

He was economical from principle ; and always wished to instil into 
his family, and in those over whom he had influence, the right use of 
money. Every thing that convenience and comfort called for, he was 
never unwilling should be procured. Show and parade he detested, 
and would call it Saul’s armour. He gave what he could, and never 
laid up one cent of income. With a small property he has done more 
than many with ten times his means. With regard to himself, I always 
thought him too sparing, and often urged him to more personal liberality. 

With respect to his diet, no one need be more temperate ; nay, I 
fear latterly he was too abstemious. Of animal food he ate very spa- 
ringly, sometimes none. In one of his letters to me he says, “I only 
eat to live and work. Oh! that the work while the day lasts may be 
faithfully done.” 

He was of an active turn, with an excellent judgment ; and had he 
been a man of the world, he would have become very rich. He was 
very diligent, nay indefatigable, till the end was accomplished. He 
was an early riser when well; often would he rise when any business 
called to the village, ride six miles, and be home to breakfast with us. 
Never truly happy but in the work of the ministry, often he would 
mourn his waste of time in Rhinebeck, though here he laboured much 
by night and day, through heat and cold, yet as he thought with little 
success.—But I have heard such words from his lips as will be to the 
condemnation of many, unless repentance prevent. Many a groan and 
sigh has the abounding wickedness of this place cost him. Precious 
seed has been sown, and there are some that bring forth fruit—and 
some have gone safe to glory. Yet here our lot has been cast, and 
here we have been blest and prospered, and seen many happy days. 
The place will always have a melancholy interest in my heart. The 
spots where we worshipped together, and where in secret the Lord has 
broken through the cloud, and filled his soul with love and peace, must 
always be sacred and interesting to.me, and excite engagedness for the 
same blessings. Blessed be God! our souls still centre in the same 
glorious object ; his now in praise and worship in the brightness and 
beauty of holiness: mine in prayer and tears, and strong cries to God 
to sanctify my sorrows, to fill up the painful void that death has made, 
with his gracious presence, and to grant sweet anticipations of a blissful 
reunion in the realms of unfading glory. 

In a letter written from Baltimore he says, “I have not the smallest 
doubt but you are happy in God. ’Tis as if I see you in secret places 
communing with your dear Saviour. We cannot love him too much, 
or place too implicit a confidence in him. I love him, I adore him; 
and will, God being my helper, as long asI live. Pray for me. I told 
them here, that I did not come under an expectation that they would 
find a greater gift than they have been accustomed to, but under an 
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expectation that some words from an old veteran, who under God was 
at the beginning of the work, would be encouraging, especially to the 
old pillars in the temple. When I assured them I] saw an increasing 
beauty in the good cause, a gust of praise seemed to ascend to heaven, 
and the church was filled with the presence of God.” 

During the yellow fever in 1805, he was stationed in New-York. In 
a letter to me he observes, “I feel measurably reconciled to life or 
death. It is said by one, ‘ We are immortal till our work is done ;’ we 
are always right when we are wholly in the will of God. While our 
brethren were at camp meeting the whole labour fell on me; and in 
addition to the usual services, I appointed a general prayer meeting at 
twelve, during the encampment, that as suppliants we might ask a 
blessing on their meeting, and a revival in the city; and we had sweet 
times. I preach four times every Lord’s day, and feel better at night. 
Last evening | attended a prayer meeting in the Bowery church ; there 
were not less than a thousand people, and we had a most extraordinary 
time. Loud praises ran through the whole church, and continued till 
midnight.” 

Being in the country, and under painful exercises for his perilous 
situation, I opened my Bible on the ninety-first Psalm, and was com- 
forted. Oh! how much of the goodness of God have I experienced 
during my connexion with this blessed man of God. His prayers for 
us have now ceased ; but are they not registered in heaven? And 
shall we not still feel their efficacy? This is a question full of import 
to surviving friends. How much of our happiness, safety, and com- 
fort, might we not have owed to his prayers when far away? for much 
he lovedus. Oh! whataloss is ours! But on this I may not dwell. 
The Lord God omnipotent reigneth; I bow and am resigned. 

During the last year of his life, he began to feel his departure was 
at hand, and would often speak of it, while 1 would most assiduously 
ward off the melancholy theme, and turn the conversation into a channel 
more congenial to my feelings. This now occasions many sorrowful 
reflections and bitter tears. I write as a warning to others on similar 
occasions. How much might I have had to reflect upon while life 
should last. It is all fruitless now. His lips are sealed in silence ! 
No voice from the grave but this, “‘ Prepare to follow me ;” and this, 
God being my helper, I will do. 

He met the stroke like one fully prepared. The Lord saw fit he 
should pass through a furnace. He said he should pass through 
refined; and blessed be God, he lived and died a witness of that doc- 
trine he delighted to preach, perfect love. Redemption was the swect 
theme of his contemplation through his sickness. Toward the last he 
became eager to depart, to go home—and though for the last few days 
of his mortal existence, utterance seemed almost to fail him, yet emi- 
nently did the Lord crown the solemn crisis with his gracious power 
and presence. During the last struggle he seldom attempted to speak, 
as feebleness and disease had rendered the attempt painful. The last 
correct sentence he was heard to utter on the night preceding his 
death, was, ‘‘ Holy, holy, holy Lord God almighty! Hallelujah! hal- 
lelujah !” 


C. G. 
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We need only observe, in addition to the above, that Mr. Gar- 
rettson was the oldest travelling preacher on the continent ; that 
from the time he entered the itinerant ministry, in the year 1775, 
in the 23d year of his age, he desisted not until the day of his 
death ; that for these fifty-two years he graced the ranks of 
itineracy with an unblemished reputation, that whatever de- 
partment of the work he filled, he stvod “like an iron pillar 
strong,” against every attack of the enemy ; and finaily, having 
‘KEPT the FAITH,” he has gone to wear that crown which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, promised him. 





For the Methodist Magazine. 
RECOLLECTIONS OF THE REV. JOHN P. FINLEY. 


Messrs. Editors,—I have thought I could not spend an hour 
more profitably, this evening, than in sketching a few imperfect 
notices of the late Rev. John P. Finley, of the M. E. Church. 
I became acquainted with the amiable and worthy subject of 
these recollections in 1815. From that time to the period of his 
death, I possessed his confidence, and enjoyed his friendship— 
and perhaps no one of his numerous friends knew his mind and 
heart more intimately than I, during a term of nearly ten years. 
He has frequently assured me, that even his own family knew 
less of him than I did, and that I had understood his whole 
heart. I may therefore be permitted to say a few things, to 
preserve from oblivion the name and services of an able minister 
of the New Testament, and devoted friend of mankind. John 
P. Finley was certainly no ordinary man, whether we consider 
his natural parts, his literary pretensions, or his gracious attain- 
ments. Nature had done much for him, various learning had 
Jargely contributed to improve him, and Christianity had per- 
fected him into a model worthy of imitation. By nature he 
possessed a strong, manly, and ingenuous mind ; his education 
was good, and well directed through life ; his Christian charac- 
ter was of the first order; and all conspired to render him 
strikingly interesting, both in and out of the pulpit. But as my 
remarks will be almost entirely confined to recollection, I can 
only furnish you with an imperfect outline of the character of 
my deceased friend. It has long been my impression, that men 
of distinguished worth in our church, who have been removed 
from their “labour of love” on earth, have not received those 
distinctive marks of respect, in the official obituary notices of the 
church, to which they have been obviously entitled, from the 
elevation of their character, and the nature and value of their ser- 
vices ; and I would wish, that in all such notices, instead of a 
general and indiscriminate commendation of piety and usefulness, 
our numerous readers might be able to form some accurate idea 
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of the peculiar and distinguishing attributes of character in each 
individual, becoming the subject of biographical report. If men, 
and especially ministers, are to be “esteemed in love for their 
works’ sake,” they ought certainly to be esteemed and held up 
to imitation, in proportion to the nature and extent of their rela- 
tive usefulness, as well as aggregate worth of character. I mean 
to say simply, without indulging in any thing censorious, that it 
is the duty of the living among us, to report faithfully and with 
some particularity, the various usefulness and diversified excel- 
lence of the dead. In looking over recently, some scores of 
notices of the death and character of our deceased ministers, I 
have observed a generality of description, a sameness of report, 
which I fear, is calculated to make an impression, unfriendly to 
the well known fact, that we have had in our church a great 
variety of talent and usefulness : and certainly it belongs to the 
history of the church, the biography of her distinguished indivi- 
duals, to point out, and clearly develope, the diversity of talent, 
character, and labour, of which we are now speaking. I sub- 
mit these remarks by the way ; if they be thought out of place, I 
have no disposition to press them upon the attention of your 
numerous readers. But to return to our subject. 

John P. Finley was born in North Carolina, June 13th, 1783. 
From childhood he was marked as possessing no common share 
of intellect. He was early placed at school, and while in his 
abecedarian course, he evinced an aptitude to learn, that induced 
his father, a distinguished Presbyterian clergyman, (who is now 
at the age of seventy a Methodist travelling preacher,) to give 
him a classical education. Owing to his habits of industry and 
perseverance, he soon acquired a competent knowledge of the 
sciences, and a reputable acquaintance with the learned Jan- 
guages. Ofthe English language he was a perfect master, and 
taught its proper use with almost unrivalled success. From the 
age of twelve or fourteen years, he was often deeply affected 
with a sense of sin, and the importance of repentance and faith; 
but his mind was so much perplexed, with the doctrines of ab- 
solute personal predestination, of which his father was then a 
strenuous and abie asserter, that he came to no decision on the 
subject of religious opinions, until he reached the years of man- 
hood. About the age of twenty-one he married, and soon after 
was brought to the knowledge of salvation by the remission of 
his sins. Early after his conversion he was convinced that a 
‘¢ dispensation of the gospel” had been committed to him. He 
weighed well the impressions and convictions of his mind and 
heart, in relation to the fearful and responsible business of a 
Christian minister ; but when finally and fully convinced of his 
duty, he did not hesitate. There were indeed many reasons 
why he should confer with flesh and blood—but with his cha. 
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racteristic firmness he rejected them all, and took the pulpit, I 
think, in 1811. At the time of his conversion he resided in 
Highland county, Ohio. His ministerial career was commenced 
during a residence in Union, Greene county, Ohio, whither he 
had been called to take charge of a seminary. At the head of 
this institution he continued about six years, living and preach- 
ing the religion of Christ in its native simplicity and power. 
From Union he removed to Dayton, distant only about thirty 
miles, and conducted an academy in this place for two years. It was 
here our acquaintance and intimacy commenced, which ended 
only with his useful life. He left Dayton, beloved and regretted 
of all, and accepted a call to superintend a respectable seminary 
in Steubenville, Ohio. In this place he continued not quite two 
years. In his ministerial exertions he was “ instant in season 
and out of season,” and laboured with more than ordinary suc- 
cess. His next remove was to Piqua, Ohio, where he continued 
as principal of an academy for four years. In all these places 
his pulpit efforts were highly acceptable; his social intercourse 
seasoned with dignity and piety, and his residence a blessing to 
all about him. From this place he made his last remove to 
Augusta, Kentucky. Here he taught a classical school for some 
time, and was afterward appointed principal of Augusta college, 
in which relation he continued until the time >f his death. In. 
these several places his labours in the pulpit were considerable, 
and extensively useful. All who knew him esteemed him as a 
man of talents and irreproachable Christian character. He was 
indeed, all in all, one of the most amiable, guileless men, I ever 
knew : never did I know a man more perfectly under the influ- 
ence of moral and religious principle. His uniform course was 
one of high and unbending rectitude. One error as reported in 
the “* Minutes,” respecting his conversion, I must beg leave to 
correct. I do it upon his own authority (when living) and that 
of his brother, the Rev. James B. Finley, superintendent of the 
Wyandot mission. There is something rather remarkable in the 
manner in which these worthy ministers were first brought to 
reflect with more than ordinary concern upon their latter end. 
John and James were amusing themselves in the forest with their 
guns ; and as John was sitting carelessly upon his horse, James’s 
gun accidentally went off, and the contents came very near en- 
tering John’s head. The brothers were mutually alarmed, hum- 
bled, and thankful; they were more than ever struck with the 
melancholy truth, that “in the midst of life we are in death :” 
they reflected upon their unpreparedness to meet death, and ap- 
pear in judgment. Each promised the other he would reform ; 
and the result was, they were both led to seek religion, as the 
only preparation for eternity. Both the brothers agree in stating 
that this circumstance was the means, in the hand of God, of their 
11* 
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awakening and conversion ; as neither of them was in the habit 
of attending the preaching of the gospel before the inquietude 
and alarm created by this occasion. I have been thus minute in 
detailing the immediate means of his conversion, at the request 
of a surviving brother, in whose estimation, the apparent incom- 
petency of the means magnifies the grace of God, in this singular 
dispensation of blended mercy and providence. 

John P. Finley was in the ministry about fifteen years. He 
was ordained deacon by bishop Asbury, on the 17th of Septem- 
ber, 1815. He received ordination as elder at the hands of 
bishop Roberts, July 2, 1820. At the time of his death he was © 
a member of the Kentucky annual conference—actively dividing 
his time and energies, between the business of collegiate instruc- 
tion and the labour of the pulpit. 

As a man, the subject of these recollections was engagingly ami- 
able, ingenuous, and agreeable—equally removed from affectation 
and reserve, the circle in which he moved felt the presence of a 
friend, and the influence of a Christian and minister. 

As a teacher, his excellence was acknowledged by all, who were 
competent to decide upon his claims ; and though he gloried most 
in being found a pupil in the school of Christ, yet he was no 
stranger to the academy and lyceum. 

As a husband, there is one living -whose tears have been his 
eulogy, and to whom, with his orphan children, friendship inscribes 
these lines.—As a father, he was worthy of his children, and in 
pointing them to another and better world, he was always careful. 
to Jead the way himself. 

As a friend, he was warm, ardent, and coniding, and not less 


generous than constant; his intimate friends, however, were few 


and well selected. 

As a minister, in the pulpit, he was able, impressive, and over- 
whelming. The cross of his redemption was his theme, and in life 
and death, it became to him the “ emphasis of every joy.” In alt 
these relations | knew him well, and can therefore speak from the 
confidence of personal knowledge, and accredited information. 

The last time I saw him, I preached a sermon at his request, on 
the “ Inspiration of the Scriptures.” When I had retired to my 
room, he called on me in company with a friend, and in his usual 
frank manner, embraced me, and observed, «“*« H——, I thank you 
for.that sermon, and I expect to repeat my gratitude in heaven.” 
Little did I think at this interview I was gazing on my friend for 
the last time, and that in eighteen months his ripened virtues were 
to receive the rewards of the heavenly world! But so it was, and 
I, less fit to die, am spared another and another year. 

He died on the 8th of May, 1525, in the 42d year of his age, 
and 16th of his ministry ; and at the same time that his bereaved 
family wept upon his grave, the sadness of the church told, that she 
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had lost one of her brightest ornaments. Jf&st before his triumphant 
spirit rose to sink and sigh no more, he was asked how he felt, and 
what were his prospects upon entering the dark valley and shadow 
of death. He replied, in language worthy of immortality, “ Not 
the shadow of a doubt, 1 have Christ within, the hope of glory—that 
comprehends all ;” and then, with the proto-martyr, he “fell asleep.” 


Such is a very imperfect sketch of the life, character, and death, 


of John P. Finley. 


God grant, reader, that you and I may share 


the glory that gilded the last hours of his toil. 


10 Nov. 1827. 


Henry B. Bascom. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


a el 
From the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. 


CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 
By Dr. A. Clarke. 


Many stagger at the term per- 
fection in Christianity; because 
they think that what is implied in 
it, is inconsistent with a state of 
probation, and savours of pride and 
presumption: but we must take 
cood heed how we stagger at any 
word of God ; and much more, how 
we deny or fritter away the mean- 
ing of any of his sayings, lest he 
reprove us, and we be found liars 
before him. But it may be that 
the term is rejected because it is 
not understood. Let us examine 
its import. 

The word perfection, in refer- 
ence to any person or thing, signi- 
fies that such person or thing is 
complete, or finished ; that it has 
nothing redundant ; and is in no- 
thing defective. And hence that 
observation of a learned civilian, is 
at once both correct and illustra- 
tive : viz. ‘“‘ We count those things 
perfect, which want nothing requi- 
site for the end whereto they were 
instituted.”” And to be perfect, 
often signifies to be blameless, 
clear, unreproachable ; and ac- 
cording to the above definition of 
Hooker, a man may be said to be 
perfect, who answers the end for 
which God made him ; and as God 
requires every man. to love him 


with all his heart, soul, mind, and 
strength ; and his neighbour as 
himself ;—then he is a perfect man 
that does so; he answers the end 
for which God made him; and this 
is more evident from the nature of 
that love which fills his heart : for, 
as love is the principle of obedi- 
ence, so he that loves his God with 
all his powers, will obey him with 
all his powers; and he who loves 
his neighbour as himself, will not 
only do no injury to him, but, on 
the contrary, labour to promote his 
best interests. Why the doctrine 
which enjoins such a state of per- 
fection as this, should be dreaded, 
ridiculed, or despised, is a most 
strange thing ; and the opposition 
to it, can only be from that carnal 
mind that is enmity to God; that 
is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed canbe. And had f 
no other proof that man is wholly 
fallen from God, his opposition to 
Christian holiness would be to me 
sufficient. 

But let us examine the import of 
those original terms, which our 
translators render in this way ; and 
take them in the order in which 
they occur. The first is reAsiog, 
from rsA0g, an end, which is from 
census; to make an end, finish. 
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In Matt. v, 48, our Lord says, 
"Eosobe busi réAsi0s, Coasp 0 garip 
ipdiv 6 év roig ovpavoig réAsiog EOT1,— 
‘¢ Ye shall be perfect, as your Fa- 
ther who is in heaven is perfect.” 


Here the word rz\swg has the very 


same meaning as the English 
term: that which is complete,—is 
in no case defective, in none re- 
dundant: and if we speak it of a 
Christian, he is one who is finished 
and completed ; God has comple- 
ted, or finished, or made an end of 
his work in him,—broken all the 
power of sin,—blotted out all the 
guilt of sin, and purified his soul 
from all the defilement of sin: so 
that he is pure and holy, and lov- 
ing and beneficeut in his sphere, 
circumstances, and nature, as God 
isin his. He is like his God, be- 
cause he is now holy; created 
anew in Christ Jesus ; through the 
power of divine grace he has re- 
gained the image of God which he 
had lost. 

The second word thus used is 
HOTOPTIC We 

In 2 Cor. xiii, 11, the apostle ex- 
horts the saints at Corinth ; Aomov, 
dOgAQol, Kuipers, xarapriZecds, repo 
xaNSiOOE, TO HUTO DpovEiTs, sipnvererE, 
‘‘ Finally, my brethren, farewell ; 
be perfect, be of good comfort, be 
of one mind.” Now as the word 
xarapri~), which is here translated 
perfect, comes from xara, denoting 
intenseness, and aprifw, to fit, ad- 
just, to restore a luxated member 
or bone to its proper place, so as 
to be as strong and healthy, as it 
was in the beginning ; and is a me- 
taphor taken from disjunction and 
derangement of any kind, when the 
article or person is brought into its 
proper place again ; and perfectly 
answers the end of its being, ac- 
complishing the purpose for which 
it was made or created. It is spo- 
ken of restored dilapitated build- 
ings and joints ; and to perfect, in 
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this sense, is to bring a rent 
church, or body of people, inte 
their primitive unity, by reconcilia- 
tion; and to restore the soul to 
order and harmony. Thus we find 
the meaning to be nearly the same 
with that of the former word reAztos. 
It is used in Heb. xiii, 21, to sig- 
nify the sum of obedience to the 
will of God, springing from the 
work of God in the soul. “ Now 
the God of peace—make you rer- 
FECT (xardprigos dues) in every 
good work, to do his will, working 
in you that which is well pleasing in 
his sight through Jesus Christ.” 

And in 1 Pet. v, 10, it is used 
to express a complete preparation 
for the kingdom of God. ‘ But 
the God of all grace, who hath 
called us unto his eternal glory by 
Christ Jesus, after that ye have 
suffered a while, (oAiyov radivrag, 
having suffered a little,) make you 
perfect, (xaraprigos iuas, restore 
your whole disordered spirits to per- 
fect soundness,) stablish, strength- 
en, settle you.” 

* And to bring a man to this state 
of perfect restoration to the image 
of God, and to fit and adapt him 
thoroughly to know, do, and suffer 
God’s will, the Holy Scriptures 
have been given by divine inspira- 
tion; that by them, through doc- 
trine, reproof, correction, and in- 
struction in righteousness, the man 
of God may be perfect, (aprics 7,) 
THOROUGHLY FURNISHED (égnpri¢- 


_pévos, complete in all parts,) unto ali 


good works,” 2 Tim. iti, 16, 17. 
The word apris, used here, sig- 
nifies an equal number, for such 
has no defect ; and from which no- 
thing can be taken away, and to 
which nothing can be added, with- 
out totully destroying its nature. 
It is complete in itself, having nei- 
ther defect nor redundance, and 
answers to the definition given by 
the best lexicographers, of the 
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word perfect. Saint Paul uses a 
compound of this word, which we 
translate perfection: (2 Cor. xiii, 
9:) ‘ And this also we wish, your 
PERFECTION :” (T7v vudiv xardp- 
ridw:) that you may be redeemed 
from your present distractions, and 
divided state,—become perfectly 
united among yourselves,—be par- 
takers of the mind that was in Je- 
sus; that the God of peace and 
love may be with you. 2 Cor. 
xu, 11. 

In Heb. vi, 1, the apostle ex- 
horts the people “to go on unto 
perfection :” (éai r7v reAeiirnra :) 
not to rest in what might be called 
initiatory instructions, or the first 
principles of the doctrine of Christ; 
but proceed to get a full experi- 
mental and practical knowledge of 
all its excellence. And he uses 
the same word (Col. iii, 14) to ex- 
press the highest state of grace, 
where Love to God and man, sums 
up and binds together all the 
graces that constitute the mind of 
Christ: ‘‘ Above all these things, 
put on charity, (ayaryy, Love,) 
which is the bond of perfectness,” 
Hrig dori Civdstuos Tg TEAEOTH TOS. 

Once more: the whole gospel, its 
blessings and its privileges, in con- 
tradistinction from, and opposition 
to, the whole Mosaic dispensation, 
is termed by the apostle redsiwots, 
perfection, because it brings perfect 
instruction in the whole will of 
God; perfects all revelations and 
dispensations that had gone before ; 
exhibits a perfect sacrifice and 
atonement for all the sins of all 
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mankind; and the complete de- 
struction of the carnal mind, and 
restoration of the fallen spirit of 
man to the image of God, or to 
righteousness and true holiness. 
If therefore perfection (réAswoig) 
were by the Levitical priesthood, 
what farther need was there that 
another priest should rise ?—*‘ For 
the law made nothing perfect, ovdév 
yop éredsincey 6 vou.og* but the bring- 
ing in of a better hope did, by which 
we draw nigh to God.” We see 
therefore that the whole design of 
God was to restore man to his 
image, and raise him from the ruins 
of his fall; in a word, to make him 
perfect: to blot out all his sins, 
purify his soul, and fill him with 
holiness; sothat no unholy temper, 
evil desire, or impure affection or 
passion should either lodge, or 
nave any being within him; this 
and this only is true religion, or 
Christian perfection; and a less 
salvation than this would be disho- 
nourable to the sacrifice of Christ, 
and the operation of the Holy 
Ghost ; and would be as unworthy 
of the appellation of Christianity, 
as it would be of that of holiness or 
perfection. They who ridicule this, 
are scoffers at the word of God; 
many of them totally irreligious 
men, sitting in the seat of the 
scornful. ‘hey who deny it, deny 
the whole scope and design of di- 
vine revelation, and the mission of 
Jesus Christ. And they who preach 
the opposite doctrine, are either 
speculative Antinomians, or plead- 
ers for Baal. (To be continued.) 





MINISTRY OF THE APOSTLES. 


Conceive the apostles of Jesus 
Christ. the tentmaker, or the fish- 
erman, entering, as strangers, into 
one of the splendid cities of Syria, 
Asia Minor, or Greece. Conceive 
them, I mean, as unendued with 


miraculous powers, having adopted 
their itinerant system of teaching 
from human motives, and for hu- 
man purposes alone. As they pass 
along to the remote and obscure 
quarter, where they expect to meet 
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with precarious hospitality among 
their countrymen, they survey the 
strength of the established religion, 
which it is their avowed purpose 
to overthrow. Every where they 
behold temples, on which the ut- 
most extravagance of expenditure 
has been lavished by successive 
generations ; idols of the most ex- 
quisite workmanship, to which, 
even if the religious feeling of ado- 
ration is enfeebled, the people are 
strongly attached by national or 
local vanity. They meet proces- 
sions, in which the idle find per- 
petual occupation, the young ex- 
citement,the voluptuousa continual 
stimulant to their passions. They 
behold a priesthood, numerous, 
sometimes wealthy ; nor are these 
alone wedded by interest to the 
established faith; many of the 
trades, like those of the makers 
of silver shrines in Ephesus, are 
pledged to the support of that to 
which they owe their maintenance. 
They pass a magnificent theatre, 
on the splendour and success of 
which the popularity of the existing 
authorities mainly depends ; and in 
which the serious exhibitions are 
essentially religious, the lighter as 
intimately with the indulgence of 
the baser passions. They behold 
another public building, where even 
worse feelings, the cruel and the 
sanguinary, are pampered by the 
animating contests of wild beasts 
and of gladiators, in which they 


themselves may shortly play a- 


dreadful part,— 


‘*¢ Butcher’d to make a Roman holiday !” 


Show and spectacle are the charac- 
teristic enjoyments of the whole 
people ; and every show and spec- 
tacle is either sacred to the reli- 
gious feelings, or incentive to the 
lusts of the flesh: those feelings 
which must be entirely eradicated ; 
those lusts which must be brought 
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into total subjection to the law of 
Christ. They encounter likewise 
itinerant jugelers, diviners, magi- 
cians, who impose upon the credu- 
lous, and excite the contempt ot 
the enlightened ; in the first case, 
dangerous rivals to those who 
should attempt to propagate a new 
faith by imposture and deception ; 
in the latter, naturally tending to 
prejudice the mind against all mi- 
raculous pretensions whatever :—~ 
here, like Elymas, endeavouring to 
outdo the signs and wonders of the 
apostles, there throwing suspicion 
on all asserted supernatural agen- 
cy, by the frequency and clumsiness 
of their delusions. They meet phi- 
losophers, frequently itinerant like 
themselves ; or teachers of new 
religions, priests of Isis and Sera- 
pis, who have brought into equal 
discredit what might otherwise have 
appeared a proof of philanthropy, 
the performing laborious journeys 
at the sacrifice of personal ease 
and comfort, for the moral and re- 
ligious improvement of mankind ; 
or at least have so accustomed the 
public mind to similar pretensions, 
as to take away every attraction 
from their boldness or novelty. 
There are also the teachers of the 
different mysteries. which would 
engross all the anxiety of the in- 
quisitive, perhaps excite, even if 
they did not satisfy, the hopes of the 
more pure and lofty minded. Such 
must have been among the obsta- 
cles which would force themselves 
on the calmer moments of the most 
ardent ; snch the overpowering 
difficulties, of which it would be 
impossible to overlook the import- 
ance, or elude the force; which 
required no sober calculation to 
estimate, no laborious inquiry to 
discover, which met and confront- 
ed them wherever they went, and 
which, either in desperate pre- 
sumption, or deliberate reliance on 
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their own preternatural powers, 
they must have contemned and 
defied. 

The commencement of their la- 
bours was equally disheartening, 
and ill calculated to keep alive the 
flame of ungrounded enthusiasm. 
They begin their operations in the 
narrow and secluded synagogue of 
their own countrymen. The novelty 
of their doctrine, and curiosity, se- 
cure them at first a patient atten- 
tion; but as the more offensive 
tenets are developed, the most 
fierce and violent passions are 
awakened. Scorn and hatred are 
seen working in the clouded brows 
and agitated countenances of the 
leaders: if here and there one is 
‘« pricked in the heart,” it requires 
considerable moral courage to ac- 
knowledge his conviction ; and the 
new teachers are either cast forth 
from the indignant assembly of 
their own people, liable to all the 
punishmonts which they are per- 
mitted to inflict, scourged and 
beaten; or, if they succeed in 
forming a party, they give rise toa 
furious schism; and thus appear 
before the heathen with the dan- 
gerous notoriety of having caused 
a violent tumult, and broken the 
public peace by their turbulent 
and contentious harangues : at all 
events, disclaimed by that very 
people on whose traditions they 
profess to build their doctrines, and 
to whose Scriptures they appeal in 
justification of their pretensions. 
They endure, they persevere, they 
continue to sustain the contest 
against Judaism and paganism. It 
is still their deliberate, ostensible, 
and avowed object, to overthrow 
all this vast system of idolatry ; to 
tear up by the roots all ancient pre- 
judices ; to silence shrines, sanc- 
tified by the veneration of ages, as 
oracular ; to consign all those gor- 
geous temples to decay, and all 
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those images to contempt ; to wean 
the people from every barbarous 
and dissolute amusement. They 
must have anticipated the time, 
when the indignant priesthood 
should lament over the desertion 
of the luxurious Daphne, and see 
their unrepaired temples crumble 
away, while their own stipends are 
wilhheld, and their persons treated 
with contempt. For it was not the 
object of the apostles, that their 
religion should be received into the 
community of gods; they enforce 
total and complete subversion, ex- 
termination, extinction. They will 
not be content that Christ be ad- 
mitted into the pantheon; the 
whole edifice must be cleared for 
his reception, and the whole quarry 
of gods cast to the moles and to 
the bats. That such men should 
attempt this, should persevere in 
attempting, thus against hope and 
against reason, yet at the same 
time display the prudence and 
promptitude with which Paul, for 
instance, availed himself of the in- 
scription, ‘*'T'o the unknown God,” 
in Athens; that they should thus 
unite the desperate rashness of the 
fanatic, with the coolness of the 
impostor ; madness of design, with 
policy of conduct; all this is an 
anomaly in human action, which 
defies all precedent, and disdains 
all comparison. What were their 
means of success? Every prepos- 
session was against their nation, 
their rank in life. If we accept the 
self abasing testimony of Paul, their 
persons were deficient in com- 
manding dignity : his ‘ bodily pre- 
sence was weak.” Was it elo- 
quence? But on the same authority, 
‘‘his speech was contemptible.” 
Unquestionably his language is 
equally opposite to the florid and 
elaborate diction which enchanted 
the Asiatics, and the perspicuous, 
vivid, harmonious rhetoric which 
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would be demanded by the Athe- 
nian. Was it the sublimity of their 
arguments? But their arguments, 
without proof, were extravagant 
beyond all description. What was 
their story, reduced to its simple 
elements? That the great God of 
the universe had sent his Son into 
a remote country, among a barba- 
rous and detested people ; that this 
people had put him to death with- 
out resistance: and though, ac- 
cording to his disciples, he had 
risen again from the dead ; did the 
Jews, the best qualified to judge, 
generally acknowledge the fact? 
They reject, they execrate his 
name ; they denounce, they perse- 
cute his peopie. Yet, continue the 
apostles, believe in this Christ. 
To prove your belief, first forswear 
all those vices on which your for- 
mer religion looked, if not with 
approbation, with indulgence ; re- 
nounce all your amusements ; cast 
off all your habits ; break all the 
ties of kindred; resist the claims 
of natural affection. But think not 
to do this with impunity ; caiculate 
not on security: misery awaits 
your choice of our creed: those 
that believe in Christ crucified must 
be prepared to take up their cross 
with Christ. 

This was the tale, thus argued, 
thus, unless ‘by signs and won- 
ders,” unsupported, with which the 
apostles, men otherwise sane, ra- 
tional, and moderate, calculated on 
overthrowing the vast system of 
pagan idolatry ; on changing the 
moral condition of the world; on 
ejecting Jupiter and Apollo, Auscu- 
lapius and Venus, from their fanes; 
on convincing Gentile philosophy 
of foolishness ; on superseding 
Plato, and Zeno, and Epicurus, 
the wickedness of the worst, and 
the wisdom of the best. 

Instead of mingling in the pro- 
cessions, partaking in the festivals, 
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enjoying the spectacles of his fei- 
low citizens, the Christian proselyte 
became a secluded, scrupulous, 
and isolated being. Life was lite- 
rally commenced anew im all his 
habits, occupations, thoughts, and 
feelings, often in its connexions 
and attachments. For the splendid 
temple and public ceremony, the 
believer had to lurk in some ob- 
scure and secret chamber, where 
he might snatch his hurried and in- 
terrupted devotions ; to steal out 
at midnight, and when persecution 
was threatened, conceal himself in 
cemeteries and catacombs ; instead 
of the rich and imaginative worship 
of his fathers, in which all the 
senses were dazzled and intoxica- 
ted with lamps, incense, and mu- 
sic, he joined in rites which were 
simple, both from the nature of the 
institution, and the poverty of the 
communicants. Meanness, humi- 
lity, obscurity, were the avowed 
characteristics of the new religion. 
What had the Christian neophyte 
to gain, and what to lose? Would 
the exclusiveness of the new reli- 
gion, which appealed to his intel- 
lectual or spiritual pride be equiva- 
lent to the freedom which he aban- 
doned? While a heathen, he might 
believe as much or as little as he 
chose. He might worship in what- 
ever temple he pleased ; in that of 
Jupiter Capitolinus in Rome, Se- 
rapis in Egypt, or the Sun in the 
east. He might addict himself to 
any sect of philosophy. Whatever 
his turn of mind, religion presented 
him with a deity, philosophy witha 
creed, suited to his habits of think- 
ing and feeling. If of a severe 
character, he joined the Stoics ; if 
more lax, the Epicureans ; if in- 
clined to free discussion, the lyce- 
um invited him into its walks, or 
occupied his imagination with the 
lofty reveries of Plato. All this 
liberty lay under.a severe interdict : 











the apostles admitted no partial 
conformity : their creed was pe- 
remptory, dictatorial, commanded 
the reception of all its articles with 
implicit faith, or refused to impart 
its privileges. The secession from 
the world was complete and per- 
petual. The convert must arm 
himself with that rare moral cou- 
rage, which will endure, not merely 
the open and violent hostility that 
usually provokes a manly spirit of 
resistance, but the more wearing 
and incessant attacks of conte «pt, 
humiliation, and calumny. For this 
the dearest ties were to be severed ; 
he was to encounter “ foes in his 
own household ;” he was to post- 
pone even the love of father and 
mother, for that of Him, whom he 
had never seen, whose life and 
death he knew only by the report 
of strangers, and those coming 
from a country deemed infamous 
for superstition, and obliged to 
confess that their lives were not 
secure, and their success but par- 
tial, on that distant scene. For 
the Author of the religion did not 
personally demand their homage, 
and prove his mission from God ; 
the believers were to surrender 
themselves to the delegates of a 
Delegate, the servants of a Master 
who had not condescended to visit 
with his presence those from whom 
he demanded this extraordinary 
sacrifice. The catl was from afar, 
which thus summoned them to the 
total abandonment of the world. 
But in one respect it is impos- 
sible now to conceive the extent to 
which the apostles of the crucified 
Jesus shocked all the feelings of 
mankind. The public establish- 
ment of Christianity, the adoration 
of ages, the reverence of nations, 
has thrown around the cross of 
Christ an indelible and inalienable 
sanctity. No effort of the imagi- 
nation can dissipate the illusion of 
Vou. x1. March, 1828, 
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dignity which has gathered round 
it; it has been so long dissevered 
from all its coarse and humiliating 
associations, that it cannot be cast 
back and desecrated into its state 
of opprobrium and contempt. To 
the most daring unbeliever among 
ourselves, it is the symbol, the ab- 
surd and irrational, he may con- 
ceive, but still the ancient and ve- 
nerable symbol, of a powerful and 
influential religion. What was it 
to the Jew and to the heathen? 
The basest, the most degrading 
punishment of the lowest criminal ! 
The proverbial terror of the wretch- 
ed slave! It was to them what the 
most despicable and revolting in- 
strument of public execution is to 
us. Yet to the cross of Christ 
men turned from deities in which 
were embodied every attribute of 
strength, power, and dignity ; in an 
incredibly short space of time mul- 
titudes gave up the splendour, the 
pride, and the power of paganism, 
to adore a Being who was thus hu- 
"ree beneath the meanest of 
ankind ; who had become, ac- 
cording to the literal interpretation 
of the prophecy, ‘a very scorn of 
men, and an outcast of the people.” 
I know not how to conclude, but 
in the words of Origen: “If we 
must give a probable reason for the 
first establishment of Christianity, 
we must say, it is incredible that the 
apostles, ignorant and unlearned 
men, should have trusted in any 
means of preaching Christianity, 
except the miraculous powers con- 
ferred upon them, and the grace of 
God which avouched their doc- 
trine: or that their hearers should 
have abandoned the ancient rites of 
their forefathers, and have been 
converted to tenets so strange and 
opposite to those in which they had 
been educated, unless moved by 
some miraculous power, and by 
preternatural wonders.”~-.Milman. 
12 
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Sketches of Revivals in the Western Country. 


STORY FROM THE MISHNA OF THE RABBINS. 


Dunrinc the absence of Rabbi 
Meir from his house, his two sons 
died, both of them of uncommon 
beauty, and enlightened by the law. 
His wife bore them to her cham- 
ber, laid them upon the bed, and 
spread a white covering over their 
bodies. When rabbi Meir return- 
ed, his first inquiry was for his sons. 
His wife reached to him a goblet ; 
he praised the Lord at the going 
out of the sabbath, drank, and again 
asked, ‘‘ Where are my sons, that 
they too may drink of the cup of 
blessing ?” ‘ They will not be far 
off,” she replied, and placed food 
before him that he might eat. He 
was in a gladsome and genial 
mood ; and when he had said grace 
after the meal she thus addressed 
him: * Rabbi. with thy permission 
I would fain propose to thee one 
question.” ‘* Ask it then, my 
love,” he replied. ‘A few days 
ago, a person entrusted some jew- 
els to my custody, and now he de- 
mands them again: should I givé 
them back to him?” ‘ This is a 
question,” said rabbi Meir, “ which 


my wife should not have thought it 
necessary to ask. What! wouldst 
thou hesitate or be reluctant to re- 
store to every one his own!?”— 
“No,” she replied; ‘but yet I 
thought it best not to restore them 
without acquainting thee there- 
with.” She then led him to their 
chamber, and stepping to ‘the bed, 
took the white covering from the 
dead bodies. ‘‘ Ah! my sons, my 
sons,” loudly lamented their father ; 
‘““my sons! the light of my eyes, 
and the light of my understanding. 
I was. your father ; but ye were my 
teachers in the law.” The mother 
turned away and wept bitterly. At 
length she took the husband by the 
hand and said, * Rabbi, didst thou 
not teach me, that we must not be 
reluctant to restore that which was 
intrusted to our keeping ? See, the 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath ta- 
ken away; and blessed be the 
name of the Lord!” ‘ Blessed be 
the name of the Lord !” echoed the 
holy man; ‘ and blessed be his 
glorious name for ever.” 


RELIGIOUS AND MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 
<a 
For the Methodist Magazine. 


SHORT SKETCHES OF REVIVALS OF RELIGION AMONG THE ME- 
THODISTS IN THE WESTERN COUNTRY, WITH REFLECTIONS ON 
THE WESTERN COUNTRY GENERALLY. 

(Concluded from page 75.) 


No. 19 


Che linnet enchants us, the bushes among: 

Though cheap the musician, yet sweet is the 
song 3 

To catch the soft warbling in air as it floats, 

And with ecstacy hang on the ravishing notes. 

Our water is drawn from the clearest of springs, 

And our food, nor disease nor satiety brings: 

Our mornings are cheerful, our Jabours are blest, 

Our evenings are pleasant, our nights crown’d 
with rest. : 

Since such are the joys that simplicity yields, 

We may well be content with our woods and our 
fields. 

How useless to us, then, ye great, were your 
wealth, 

When without it we purchase both pleasure and 
health. More. 


contemplation, and review the 


Ir we permit the mind to rise in 
pro- 
gress of civilization, with the great 
population pressing from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific ocean, that part of our 
subject hitherto so interesting to the 
reader, dwindles before us into a mere 
shadow. In passing along the country 
near the sea board of the Atlantic, not 
long since, after about thirty years 
absence, and viewing houses once 
filled with a large cifele of children, 
the prattling and hopeful offspring of 
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pious parents, ere I was aware, I had 
penciled down the following reflec- 
tions: ** Yonder stands the old mansion 
house, upon a rising eminence, how 
serene is the prospect around! The 
fields and enclosures have assumed 
different positions; the groves have 
often changed the view. The rivulets 
and ravines are overgrown by trees; 
the winding hill still controls the course 
of the river. The trees in the yard have 
extended their branches ; and their 
foliage obscures the prospect at a dis- 
tance. The out houses are still seenin a 
cluster; the old roads and footways are 
now marked by evergreens. The rocks 
on the river, where sported the youth, 
retain (to me) no trace of their former 
appearance; and when I visited the 
rock house, and said, ‘ The friends of 
my youth, where are they?’ | heard 
the response in the grove, ‘ Where are 
they ?’—The old neighbours are no 
more, except here and there a survivor 
of a former generation. Beauty once 
in youthful bloom has faded away, and 
now blossoming in the third genera- 
tion.* Time! oh time! thou changest 
the destinies of all living; thou hast 
here made thy mighty ravages. Many, 
very many, who were blithe and gay, 
uow repose among the ‘ elods of the 
valley.’ Like the leaves from the rose 
tree, many have faded and withered, 
and there was none to gather them.+ 
But where, oh where are the inhabit- 
ants; the prattling offspring of yonder 
domicile ? They have taken their 
flight to the regions of the west; and 
have spread their offspring o’er the 
land of promise! The mountains long 
obstructed this from their view ; Boon, 
like Columbus, had a vision of a new 
world; but like the land of promise, a 
wilderness was to be passed. Great 
difficulties are removed, and we re- 
joice in future anticipations! The 
mountains have been made low, and the 


* It was a singular fact, that the writer, 
remote froin this place, recognised “ family 
likeness” in a sprightly and playful child, 
from the strong resemblance to the grand- 
father ! 

+ Early marriages in new countries seem 
to fill up the vacuum of society. To see a 
household of females in the wane of life, 
without having been coupled off to * multi- 
ply and replenish the earth,” produces very 
unpleasant sensations to a philosophic mind. 
i-ven the Indian chief, Logan, lamented that 
not a drop of his blood ran in any human 
veins. 


Ill 


rough places smooth. A new region 
has been peopled, to nourish the old! 
To you, then, who have large families, 
and children ‘ like olive plants around 
table,’ I would say,‘ Fear not!’ 

et no desponding thought cross your 
mind. Thereis * room’ enough and to 
spare. Tremble not for your off- 
spring; for them all hath Providence 
here made ample provision. To the 
orphan we can say, Dry up all your 
tears! Tothe unfortunate we can say 
unto you, You may here live again.” 

Such were the sensations that those 
reflections inspired in the writer's 
mind; but they produced emotions 
that are indescribable. The contrast 
between the older countries where 
they are thinly populated, and the fer- 
tile plains of a new and flourishing 
country, is very great. Feelingly alive 
on this subject, | began to ruminate in 
my own mind, and extend my view, 
but soon discovered that those who 
have been long. accustomed to their 
local policy, manners, and customs, 
possessed alike contracted views in 
regard to the great importance of a 
rising empire. I remember when a 
youth, of having heard of a negro 
overseer having turned philosopher, 
and counted the stars, and told their 
number! Being asked by a person of 
intelligence in what way he had done 
so, he replied, by ascending to the top 
of his “ tobacco pen’”’ he had counted 
all the stars! What acontracted view 
must such an individual have had of a 
“towering mountain!" I have fre- 

uently thought that this philosopher’s 
eductions were applicable in many 
cases. 

But to the contemplative mind, to 
the reflecting and considerate under- 
standing, to the youthful genius, in 
whose heart begin to spring germs of 
virtue and of piety, IT would say, “* My 
son, come thou with me; let us cross 
those ‘cloud capt mountains ;’ behold, 
beyond these ‘ mountains’ roll many 
mighty rivers, and yon setting sun has 


t It is only those who have actually seen, 
can fully comprehend and duly appreciate 
advantages and disadvantages. and make, 
or draw, proper comparisons. A sailor, with 
Mons. La Salle, who after crossing the great 


‘ocean, it is true, in a boisterous and danger- 


ous storm on lake Superior, thought it a very 
hard case, after riding triwmphantly over 
the great ocean, that *e should be drowned 
in “‘a cake!” Yet there are many sailors 
that have never yet seen a lake! 



























































jor thousands of years been beckoning 
mankind to follow on; and not till 
within the memory of some of the pre- 
sent generation has it been known, 
that between two of these mighty 
streams there is spread an extensive 
valley ; and still farther on, a high and 
rolling region of the earth,which, when 
all these are taken into consideration, 
is exceeded by no part of the habitable 
globe. Its fertility of soil, its salubri- 
ous climate, with the great conveni- 
ences of intercourse by water, presents 
a spectacle, that could nut be imagined 
to exist, were it not visible to mortal 
eye. Behold the rolling population, 
they go forth rejoicing: view the first 
stream ; this is the great Ohio: do you 
see yonder towns and cities scattered 
along its banks? These are all the 
growth of the age; these have not yet 
changed their first inhabitants. Look 
to the right and left as you pass along ; 
behold the tributary streams peopled 
in like manner. Let us pass over to 
the Mississippi, the great father of wa- 
ters. Seest thou this? Here again the 
lowing population are spreading and 
extending. Now turn and look around 
within the vast scope embraced by 
those two mighty streams. Do you see 
the rising towns, cities in embryo? 
See every where the spires or steeples 
of temples of mercy or justice ;—and 
yet the ‘ unwearied sun’ beckons on ; 
and man, beast, birds, and crawling 
insects, are following on !—Strange 
event this, yet it is so.* Dost thou 
not know the order of grace and of 
providence? The ‘best wine is kept 
to the last.’ Here are the displays of 
heaven’s favours. And when the glad 
tidings of ‘ great joy,’ which shall be 
sounded through all the earth, shall 
have passed this great theatre, it will 
return in swelling waves of glory from 
the west to the east. Come. now, my 
son, if thou hast delighted thyself in 
the happiness of man, what a field is 


here opened. what a range for the ope-- 


rations of the human mind! Now, oh 
my son, prepare thyself for the vine- 
yard of the Lord. Wouldst thou be 
delighted with the service of the most 
high God, happy shalt thou be in 
spreading the news ef salvation, in 


* A fact not known to naturalists—the 
partridge, or American quail, follows on 
with civilization ; so do the busy bees ;—a 
variety of birds also follow ; the rabbit and 
squirrel; and strange, the crawfish travels 
westward, 
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some of the last struggles of Christian: 
ity to girt the earth. Enter then into 
this glorious employment ;- and may 
myriads of voices sound the Redeem- 
er’s praise from centre to circumfe- 
rence, and from pole to pole, until ali 
the earth be filled with its melody. 
Enter thou, my son, into this harvest 
field, and here toil, and perhaps soon 
will commence that happy period— 
‘For time’s noblest offspring is the 
last.’+ 


“Oh! scenes surpassing fable, yet true; 
Scenes of accomplish’d bliss! which wis can see, 
Though but in distaat prospect, and not feel 
His soul refresh’d with foretaste of joy? 
Rivers of gladness water all the earth, 

And clothe all climes with beauty ; the reproach 
Of barrenness is past. ‘I'he fruitful field 
Laughs with abundance ; and the Jand once lean, 
Or fertile only in its own disgracr, 

Exults to see its thistly curse repeal’d, 

The various seasons woven into one, 

And that one season an eternal spring. 
_--—-- No foe to man 

Lurks in the serpent now: the mother sees, 
And smiles to see, her infant’s playful hand 
Stretch’d forth to dally with the crested worm. 
Allcreatures worship man and all mankind 
One Lord, one Father—error has no place, 
But all is harmony and love Disease 

Is not: the pure and uncon am’nate blood 
Holds its due course, nor fears the frost of age 
One song employs all nations ; and allcry, 

* Worthy the Lamb, for he was slain for us !” 
The dwellers in the vales and on the rocks 
Shout to each other, and the mountain tops, 
From distant mountains catch the flying joy; 
Till nation after nation taught the strain, 

Earth rolls the rapturous hosanna round. 
Behold ‘he measure of the promise fill’d ; 

See Salem built, the labour of a Gad. 

Bright as the sun the sacred city shines; 

All kingdoms and all princes of the earth 
Flock to that light ; the glory of all lands 
Flows into her; unbounded is her joy, 

And endless is her increase. 

Praise is in all her gates; upon her walls 

And in her streets, and in her spacious courts, 
Is heard salvation ——----——_- 
——-—— —-——Hle: report has travell’d forth 
Into alllands. From every clime they come 
To see thy beauty, and to share thy joy, 

Oh Zion! an assembly such as earth 

Saw never, such as earth stoops down to see.” 


Farewell. 
THEOPHILUS ARMINIUS. 








+ As Christians we must believe in a mil- 
lennium ; that period in time when thechureh 
of Christ will obtain a full, complete, and 
universal victory over all its enemies; when 
the saints shall reign on earth a. thousand 
years, and more probably, as some think, 
165,000 vears ! All the manifestations of di- 
vine grace very strongly indicate such an 
approaching event ; all Christians pray for 
it; and prophecy is clear on this subject. 
Many have undertaken to write on this mo- 
mentous event, but still we are left in un- 
certainty as to its commencement. But by 
taking our Bible in our hand, it is clear as 
to one fact, that the gospel will first be 
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STAl° OF THE MISSIONS UNDER DIRECTION OF THE MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


Cherokee Mission.—Extract of a 
letter from the Rev. Wm. M‘Mahon, 
superintendent of the Cherokee mis 
sion, dated Huntsville, Dec. 7, 1827: 
‘It will doubtless be gratifying to the 
friends of true religion to hear of the 
rapid progress which the Cherokee In- 
dians are making in the knowledge 
and love of God. I have held five 
quarterly meetings in the nation dur- 
ing the past year, which have been 
greatly owned and blessed of the Lord. 
The schools under our care have 
generally prospered, and several scho- 
lars have become disciples of the Lord 
Jesus. There has been an addition of 
two hundred and seventy-five mem- 
bers to the societies, this year. The 
former members generally stand fast 
in the faith, and many of them are 
bright ornaments of their Christian 
profession. We have, in the whole, 
six hundred and seventy-five members 
in the nation, three circuits, and four 
schools which are stations, and some 
three or four societies attached to 
them. We have regular societies, 
leaders, and church officers, through 


preached to all nations. _ This event at this 
time is nearly accomplished: and we find 
much less difficulty attending its operation, 
even among the heathen, who receive it first 
in its simplicity, than among the apostatized 
Christians, who have interwoven both su- 
perstition with idolatry through all their 
religious ceremonies, and corrupted their 
church by blending it with the affairs of 
state. Such is the fact in relation te the 
Catholic church; and all the other esta- 
Llishedchurches of Europe partake t00 much 
of the same nature. When these shall have 
been revolutionized, and tke gospel shall 
have reached from Asia #9 America, and 
from Europe to Africa, then those who are 
looking for the mighty power of the Son of 
God to be poured down in streains of lov® 
and mercy upor this our fallen world, snall 
be made to cejoice. When the scattered 
tribes of the Jews shall be gatherees the ten 
lost teives discovered, who haying had no 
hana in the crucifixion of se Redeemer, 
sytay have received the gosvel, and may be 
now in some remote an¢ tnexplored region 
of the earth, a flourishing and a holy people. 
See the route they took from Babyion, 
2 Esdras xiii, 40—50, ‘‘ for through that 
country there was a great way to go, name- 
ly, of a year anda half.” But from the spirit 
of inquiry now waked up, for polar discove- 
ries and foreign expeditions, if there be 
peace among the Christian powers, we do 


“ 


the circuit, and several of the con- 
verted natives are licensed exhorters 
and preachers, who zealously declare 
the truth as itis in Christ to their red 
brethren, in their own native tongue. 
Our worthy brother Fields has been 
exceedingly useful in his itinerant la- 
bours: he has formed a circuit, and 
returned one hundred and forty mem- 
bers, most of whom have professed re- 
ligion, and has a fine prospect of being 
extensively useful to his nation in the 
work of the ministry. He is truly an 
evangelical man, deeply devoted to 
God, and earnestly, zealously, and 
laboriously engaged for the salvation 
of his people. He was received into 
the travelling connexion at the last 
Tennessee annual conference, and is 
re-appointed to the circuit which he 
formed and travelled last year. 
‘Three of the quarterly meetings 
which we held in the nation were also 
camp meetings, which were well at- 
tended by the natives, and greatly 


blessed to their edification and com- 
fort. 
‘“‘ Every part of the Cherokee nation 


trust, that the Lord will bring many things 
to light that to us at this time are in great 
darkness. Dr. Buchanan's discovery of the 
St. Thomy Christians in 1807, caused infi- 
delity to fall like lightning to the ground. 
The institution of Bible societies is prostra- 
ting bigotry and superstition in all directions. 
The establishment of missionary societies 
has produced a spread of the gospel among 
the heathen beyond all calculation. Even 
among our American Indians. since Theo- 
philus began to record the events, have our 
missiors taken the ‘ wings of the morning,” 
and «re flying through the wilds of the Ame- 
rican continent. This is far beyond what I 
Aave ever expected to live to see’ The go- 
vernment of the Union has its attention for 
the first time directed towards establishing 
a system of government for the native sons 
of the forest and of the soil of America. In 
this Theophilus glories, nor will it fail to 
meet the approbation of an enlightened 
people. What a season is then approach- 
ing! To see multitudes gathering from the 
dark and howling wilderness, to sit under 
their own shade in solemn silence, or in ec- 
stacies of joy, listening to the glorious tidings 
of Satvation! Then— 


‘Burst ye emerald gates, and bring 
To my enraptured vision 
All the ecstatic joys that spring 


Round the bright Elysian !” 
12% 
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is at this time ripe for the reception 
of the gospel, and we hear the most 
earnest cries and entreaties from the 
most benighted and degraded neigh- 
bourhood of the nation, to send them 
teachers and preachers. Had we the 
means, we could fill the whole country 
with the heralds of salvation at this 
time; but as yet we have not the 
meaus, and there are many of these 
long neglected people still perishing 
for lack of kaowledge, while it makes 
our bearts bleed because we cannot 
reach their cases for the want of means. 

* The two young men (Cherokee 
Indians) who were put under my su- 
perintendency by the Tennessee con- 
ference, last year, have made very 
respectable improvements, both in 
learning and in the manners and ha- 
bits of civilized life. They are again 
placed under my care. and I have en- 
fered them at school for the ensuing 
year. They are pious and intelligent, 
and our object is to teach them to read 
the Bible and understand the doctrines 
of salvation, and then send them into 
the nation to preach in their own lan- 
guage, and to interpret for our mis- 
sionaries. I have also taken one of 
Turtle Field’s sons to educate for the 
same purposes, and for all their sup- 
port have to beg my way. If you 
could send us some clothing, books, or 
any thing for their support, it would 
be thankfully received.” 

Extract of a letter from a young 
inan in Huntsville to his father in Phi- 
ladelphia: ‘‘ There was an interesting 
meeting held last month at a mission- 
ary station about thirty miles west of 
Huntsville, among the Cherokees. 
The station is under the stperintend- 
ence ofa Mr. Patten, and his work is 
abundantly blessed. On the la» sab. 
bath the sacrament of the Lord’s sap. 
per was administered. The first tabie 
presented a scene so novel, I must give 
you a description of it. One side of 
the table was occupied by about thirty 
Indians, who, seven years ago, were 
as wild as the game they pursued ; and 
the other side of the table by new 
converts, each one giving comfortable 
evidence of a change of heart. The 
scene was truly solemn. The table 
was addressed by Mr. Allen in a most 
feeling manner. Even the ungodly 
and these that feel no interest in the 
Redeemer’s kingdom, were constrain- 
ed to say, Surely this is the doing of 

he Lord, and marvellous in our eyes. 


Upper Canada Missions. 


«« A great seriousness prevails at the 
Creek Path at present. Many are 
under deep concern respecting their 
eternal welfare. In answer to fervent 
prayers, the Holy Spirit has been 
poured out, sinners are converted, the 
worl: of the Lord has revived, Chris- 
tians are encouraged, and doubtless 
there is joy in heaven over returning 
prodigals.”— Philadelphian. 

Progress of the missions in Upper 
Canada.— Extracts of letters from the 
Rev. Wm. Case: ** The work of re- 
formation and piety continues to pro- 
meap in many parts of this country. 

ur towns and villages appear to par- 
take largely of the Divine Spirit. 
York, Kingston, Bath, Bellville, Hal- 
lowell, Brockville, Prescott, and other 
villages, are rising in religious im- 
provement finely. Our missions are 
also doing well. The Saviour is claim- 
ing our heathen here for his inherit- 
ance. Two additional schools, making 
eight in number, and two hundred 
children, have been established since 
conference. I believe most of the body 
in this vicinity will be found on the 
Lord’s side by spring. In that event 
they will all settle with the Bellville 
body, on Grape Island, making the 
number larger than the settlement at 
the Credit. This body have ten houses 
up, eight completed, and they wish to 
build ten or twelve more next season. 
We must, by some means, furnish 
them with nails, glass, and other ma- 
terials, to the amount of about twenty- 
five dollars for each house. We desire 
much to hasten their improvements, 
that native missionaries may be pre- 
pared for the instruction of thousands 
to the west and north.” 

In a letter dated Grape Island, Jan. 
15, 1828, Mr. Case says: ‘¢ Our gra- 
cious Lord is prospering his glorious 
work in this country, on every hand. 
At our late quarterly meeting at Bell- 


Ville, several were fennd at the altar, 


unter awakening. From this the work 
1S NOw spreading through the village 
and vichiity, Hallowell circuit is alse 
much alive, Our missions are alse 
extending aad prospering beyondé:ali 
expectations. The schools so increase, 
that did we not know it is the work of 
the Lord, we should tremble at our 
expenditures, as we have no resources 
but those of a beneficent Providence. 
The five new schools lately commen- 
ced, have increased in the number o/ 
scholars, and are daily increasing. The 
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new female school, at the Credit, has 
twenty-five. Theschool at Rice lake 
has fifty—near fifty in the school on 
this island, and will be still increased, 
if a neighbouring tribe shall be ena- 
bled to Build on the island here next 
spring.” 

From the same, dated Beliville, Jan. 
18, 1828: ** A powerful and glorious 
work of grace is now prevailing in this 
village and vicinity, the most general 
that has hitherto been known here. It 
affects almost all classes of the com- 
munity. In the course of four weeks 
about sixty have been brought to ex- 
perience achange, forty-five of whom 
are added to the society. Among the 
converts are persons of rude manners, 
as well as of moral deportment. You 
will form some idea of the changes 
which are here taking place from the 
following circumstance :—A person of 
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respectability for his genius in mecha- 
nical improvements, had fitted up his 
new house, intending it to be opened 
by a splendid ball; but before his 
paintings were dried, he became a 
subject of the awakening; and, about 
two weeks ago, was made happy in the 
Saviour’s love. He immediately arose 
and gave thanks and praises to God 
for the mercy he had found; and add- 
ed, ‘I had intended my new house 
should have been opened by a ball; 
but [ must change my purpose, and I 
wish the picus to come to my house 
for the purpose of prayer.’ The bre- 
thren complied with his request, the 
meeting was well attended, and the 
‘ house warming’ was sanctified by the 
conversion of several of his neigh- 
bours. This blessed work is now in 
its full strength, and is prevailing 
mightily.” 





REVIVALS. 


Mobile, Miss. C.—The Rev. John 
R. Lambeth states, in a letter dated 
Jan. 1, 1828, that they have succeeded 
in enlarging their house of worship by 
adding galleries, and that the society 
has increased to forty-seven white, and 


ninety coloured members. 

From Hagerstown circuit, Md., we 
learn, that since the Ist of November 
last, about fifty conversions have taken 


place. May the Lord revive his work 
more abundantly. 

From Charleston circuit, Illinois, 
the Rev. George Locke, under date 
of Dec. 26, writes as follows: “In this 
town there is the greatest revival of 
religion I ever witnessed. Our first 
quarterly meeting commericed at this 
place on the 8th instant, since which 
one hundred and seventeen have join- 
ed the church, and about half that 
number have found ‘ peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.’ ”’ 

-Extract of a letter from the Rev. 
Leroy Swormstedt, dated Marietta, 
Ohio, Jan. 1, 1828: * We are happy 
to inform you, that twelve months 
have elapsed since the revival com- 
menced in this place, and the spirit of 
reformation has not yet ceased among 
us. We have added about one hun- 
dred members at this place, and on 
the whole circuit upwards of two 
hundred and ten.” 

James River District.—Extract ofa 
letter from the Rev. Lewis Skidmore, 
dated Dec. 28, 1827: ‘‘ From our best 


calculations, since the first of April, 
about two thousand five hundred pre- 
cious immortal souls have escaped 
from the ways of destruction to the 
embraces and heavenly protection of 
divine mercy. Of that number we 
rejoice to say that about one thousand 
nine hundred have become members 
of our church, and, heart and hand, 
are journeying with us to the pro- 
mised land.” 

Extract of a letter from the Rev. 
John W. Porter, dated W oodborough, 
Maryland, Jan. 9, 1628:—* Several 
years ago, this village, which is now 
almost devoted to God, was proverbial 
for wickedness. But few individuals 
in it knew any thing of the saving in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, until the 
month of F: b. 1826, when a revival of 
religion commenced, which terminae 
ted in the conversion of about seven- 
teen souls, a few of whom were among 
the aged part of the inhabitants; and 
none of them, I believe, except four, 
were under twenty-seven years dfage. 
As this revival took place among the 
more aged and thoughtful, it gave re- 
ligion an ascendency which it hed ever 
since maintained.”’ 

By a letter from the Rev. William 
Torbert, dated Dec. 30, 1827, it ap- 
pears that Lewistown circuit, Pa. C., 
has been favoured with a shower of 
divine grace. About one hundred, the 
fruit of several camp meetings, have 
been added to the church. 
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In Rochester, N. Y., the work of 
reformation, so happily begun last 
year, is powerfully progressing. The 
Rev. Z. Paddock -states, in a letter 
dated Jan. 9, 1828, that since confer- 
ence they have received upwards of 
seventy souls as probationers. 

Extract of a letter from the Rev. 
Jesse Pomeroy, dated Hertford, Otse- 
go circuit, (G. C.) Dec. 25, 1827:— 
“+A revival of religion which has re- 
cently commenced at a factory about 
three miles distant from Cooperstown, 
has, at the present time, assumed a 
very interesting aspect. A man who 
attended one of our meetings, became 
religiously impressed, returned home, 
exhorted his family to join with him in 
serving the Lord, to which they heart- 
ily agreed. The influence of his con- 
version was speedily witnessed among 
the hands engaged in the factory, 
which has resulted in the conversion 
of about twenty souis. Convictions 
were so powerful, that, for some time, 
the subjects of the present gracious 
visitation were under the necessity of 
stopping their looms and joining in 
prayer. Oh that the good work may 
continue to progress.” 

By a letter from the Rev. Reeder 
Smith, we are informed that a gracious 
work of divine grace is progressing on 
Clarence circuit,Genesee conference. 
About one hundred persons have been 
added to the different societies com- 
posing the circuit, since the last con- 
ference. 

Extract of a letter from the Rev. T. 
Mason, dated Newburg, N. Y. C., 
Jan. 8, 1828:—*: The good cause of 
Methodism, I think, is gaining ground 
slowly in this village and in some parts 
of the cireuit. We have taken upwards 
of thirty on trial since conference, 
most of whom, I believe, are happiiy 
converted toGod. But we labour and 
pray, day and night, for a general re- 
vival: nothing less can satisfy us. Oh 
may,the King of Zion speedily send us 
more abundant prosperity.”’ 

New-York District.—Extract of a 
letter from the Rev. L. Clark: * Our 
quarterly meetings have been seasons 
of refreshing, particularly our love 
feasts have been lively and profitable. 
Good sense, solid piety, and fervent 
charity, with primitive simplicity, have 
been the prominent characteristics in 
our feasts of charity. It is truly inte- 
resting to hear the united testimonies 
of Christian experience from the way- 
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worn traveller of forty years down to 
the new born babes in Christ, all pro- 
claiming the free, full, and all suffi- 
cient grace of God. The preachers 
are all in the work, and every man at 
his post: they have laboured to the 
utmost of their power, and some ot 
them, I fear, beyond their strength. 
They are all well pleased with their 
stations, and the people are well pleas- 
ed with their preachers. Peace, peace 
in all our borders, and let salvation be 
for walls about us.” 

Extract of a letter from the Rey. 
Cyrus Foss, dated Cutchague, Jan. 
15, 1828: * Awakenings are multiply- 
ing. We find in all our meetings 
trembling penitents, who, like the 
awakened jailer, are anxiously in- 
quiring what they shall do to be saved. 
fight, ten, or twelve, have sometimes 
come forward together asking our 
prayers. Those who have lately pro- 
fessed religion are remarkably clear 
in their experience and bold in the 
cause, while the Holy Spirit has pow- 
erfully witnessed to their hearts that 
‘all their sins were forgiven.’ They 
have been enabled, without hesitancy, 
to say, * One thing I know, that whereas 
I was blind, now I see.’ ”’ 

Middlebury, Vt.—By a letter from 
the Rev. John Clark, dated Jan. 28, 
1328, it appears God is reviving his 
work in this place, and in some of the 
neighbouring places. He says, * Not 
only in the village is the Lord bring- 
ing souls to the enjoyment of his par- 
doning love, but also in the east part 
of this town, in a place called the 
Glass Factory neighbourhood, where 
Universalism has formerly triumphed, 
and immorality, its usual handmaid, 
has generally prevailed, the Lord is at 
work by the power of his grace among 
the people. Here we have a large 
congregation which is weekly increas- 
ing- The same may be said of our 
congregation in the village: it is re- 
spectable as to numbers, and is atten- 
tive to the word. 

** Yesterday we held our quarterly 
meeting for the third quarter. It was 
indeed a time of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord. Our presiding 
elder is in the spirit of the work. He 
gave us encouraging information con- 
cerning the good work of the Lord in 
several of the more northern circuits. 
At the close of our love feast two_per- 
sons were admitted into the church by 
letter, and eight were received on 









































probation, making in all thirty-two 
that have been added to our church 
since the first of August last, which 
increases our present number to one 
hundred and fifty-eight.” 

From Zion's Herald. 

Extract of a letter from the Rey. 
Jared Parker, of the NE. Confer: 
ence: ‘* God is still with us. Proba- 
bly one hundred or more souls have 
found the Lord to the joy of their 
heart, in this place within a few 
months—our meetings are crowded to 
overflowing. Although the going bas 
been bad, yet our meeting house is 
usually crowded at prayer meetings; 
and, at the close of our meetings. when 
the invitation is given for mourners to 
come to the altar, it is soon filled, and 
more come forward than can find a 
place. I have seen at the altar some 
of all ages; from the gray headed sire 
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of sixty-five, down to the child of 
twelve yearsold. Ob, what hath God 
wrought in this place! May he con- 
tinue to work like himself, unti! all 
shall know him to the joy of their 
souls.” 

Extract of a letter from the Rev. 
Ezra Kellogg, dated Union, Me. C., 
Jan. 1,-1828: ‘The vine that God 
hath planted here hath taken deeper 
root, and this recently sterile country 
in a spiritual view, has already budded 
and blossoms like the rose. Between 
fifty and sixty have been received on 
trial in the Methodist E. Church in 
this town, since the work commenced. 
In this number are included the aged, 
whose locks are whitening for the 
tomb; the middle aged. both male and 
female, who are heads of families, and 
others who are in the bloom of youth.” 





From the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. 
SOUTHERN AFRICA. 


Caffraria.—Extract of aletter from 
Mr. Kay, dated Mount Coke. March, 
1827 : ** Amidst trials and perplexities. 
both various and numerous, we are 
still encouraged and enabled to rejoice 
in our work. We ploughed and sowed ; 
and our labour has not been in vain, 
nor has our seed been driven away by 
the winds. It hath pleased God to give 
unto us both ‘ the early and the latter 
rains,’ and graciously to bless the 
work of ourhands. Hence the fields 
and gardens belonging to our mission 
village now present to view beautiful 
and abundant crops, almost ready for 
harvest. The trees also which we 
planted, are sending forth their shoots 
and branches; but the best of all is, 
that the buds of ‘ trees of righteous- 
ness’ already appear. Several have 
been induced tosettle near us, whose 
object, I believe, was at first merely 
that of begging a few beads, and 
availing themselves of the aid of our 
plough, in cultivating their grounds ; 
but whose hearts the gospel is now 
preparing for the seed of truth. The 
surrounding population is still on the 
increase, and the adjoining tract of 
country is becoming more thickly 
studded with native hamlets; which, 
to the eye of a missionary. whose great 
business is with souls, constitute the 
most beautiful parts of the landscape. 

‘“¢ I doubt not but you would feel an 
mexpressible interest, could you but 


behold our congregation on a sabbati: 
morning. With the exception of 
about twelve or fourteen, all appear in 
their native costume. On entering the 
chapel, they wrap their loose skin man- 
tles closely round the body. As we 
have not yet got benches, all squat 
down on mats, which are laid on the 
ground; the men on one side of the 
house, and the women on the other: 
on no account whatever will they sit 
together. All having assembled and 
become tranquil, we comnteuce by 
singing a hymn in their own tongue, 
allowing the congregation to repeat 
each line after me, while giving out, in 
order the better to impress the words 
upon their memories. By this means 
the majority have become able to join 
with us in celebrating the praises of 
the most high God. This delightful 
part of the service is rendered tenfold 
more so by the sight of old men and 
children(with whom the aisle is crowd- 
ed) striving to catch the sacred song. 
All eyes are upon our lips; and every 
one endeavours to imitate the move- 
ments of our mouths. Singing being 
ended, the people kneel down with their 
faces upon the ground, in which posi- 
tion they remain during the time of 
preyer. This is concluded in the form 
prescribed by our Lord, Matthew vi, 
9-13, in which all present join, with 
an audible voice, repeating it after me, 
word for word, in the Kaffer tongue. 
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‘“‘ Then they rise from their knees, 
and having taken their seats again, I 
proceed by reading the - Ten Com- 
mandments ;’ (also in Kaffer;) and at 
the conclusion of each, Mr. T. (the 
artisan) leads the responses, followed 
by the whole congregation: and to 
hear an assembly of almost naked 
pagans, whose ears the sound of Je- 
hovah’s name has but just reached, 
crying with one voice, ‘ Lord, have 
mercy upon us, and incline our hearts 
to keep this law, is much more affect- 
ing than it is possible to express. 
Having finished reading the command- 
ments, we again sing a hymn, as at the 
first ; after which, [ address them upon 
some plain Scripture truth: in illus- 
trating which both perspicuity and 
simplicity are absolutely requisite. A 
short sermon being delivered. and 
another verse or two sung, the service 
is concluded with praver, and all qui- 
etly retire. 

‘*T may here notice a custom which ° 
prevails throughout the country, and 
seems to have originated with one of 
the natives, who, some years ago, set 
himself up as a prophet; and which 
has obtained so great an influence, 
that the most rude and untractable 
conform toit. After having been ad- 
dressed on religious subjects, whether 
in the house or the open air, they im- 
inediately and invariably repair to a 
short distance, and again prostrate 
themselves, with their faces to the 
ground, for the purpose apparently of 
praying. But it is easy to distinguish 
between those who mock and those 
who pray; for while the former irre- 
verently throw themselves down in 
groupes, within sight and hearing, and 
oft times jestingly call out, saying, 
‘Where is God? When shall we see 
him?’ the latter hide themselves among 
the trees in the recesses of the rock, 
or in the bottom of the dell, using 
the simple language of one of their 
hymns. 

* That ‘all who will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution,’ 
in Caffraria also, is already evident ; 
for no sooner is it apparent that any 
one feels the power of the word preach- 
ed, than he immediately becomes the 
object of scorn and derision among his 
companions and friends ; who at once 
combine against him, and delight in 
throwing obstacles in bis way, and in 
diverting his attention from the things 
spoken by us. Ifthe gospel were de- 
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signed only to please the ear, or to 
subserve some political purpose, then 
indeed we might probably dwell in 
peace: but when it lays hold on the 
heart, the grand adversary is roused, 
and roareth as the lion whose prey is 
seized. One of our most promising 
candidates for baptism was enticed 
away, on a visit tohis relatives, several 
weeks ago; and I now begin to fear 
for him exceedingly, being informed 
that they are endeavouring to prevent 
his return. His foes are ‘they of his 
own household.’ An opinion prevails, 
that religion is calculated to render the 
Caffre less manly ; and hence, some of 
the chiefs will tell us, that it is well 
enough for the old women and chil- 
dren, but too childish a thing for them 
to think about. Nevertheless, scarcely 
any of them will refuse to attend 
preaching, if they happen to be in the 
village at the time; but should they 
perceive any one affected during di- 
vine service, considerable uneasiness 
and alarm are pourtrayed in their very 
countenances immediately.” 

Extract ofa letter from Mr. Shrews- 
bury, dated Wesleyville, March 31, 
1827: ‘** While we were on our visit 
to Gaika, the landdrost of Albany, ac- 
companied by a military gentleman, 
and several of the colonists, went to 
the interior to have an interview with 
Hintsa. They passed through Wes- 
leyville, and the view of that pretty 
little village in the midst of a heathen 
country, seems to have made a strong 
impression on their minds, as to the 
utility of Christian missions. The ob- 
ject of the landdrost’s journey was to 
promote a good understanding and 
friendship, between the colonists and 
the Caffres; for the colonial govern- 
ment seems desirous of using all its 
influence and power in advancing 
pacific measures, and encouraging 
every undertaking that is calculated 
to introduce civilized habits among the 
heathens. On this ground,we conceive, 
the landdrost took an opportunity of 
remarking to Hintsa, that it would be 
to his advantage to have a missionary 
settled with him. Hintsa complaining 
that he was often unjustly accused of 
stealing horses or cattle from the 
colonists, the landdrost replied, ‘ You 
are so far off we cannot understand 
one another; but if you had a mis- 
sionary living with you, when you are 
unjustly accused, he could write and 
vindicate you.’ This remark woen- 








derfully struck Hintsa; and on the 
day of the landdrost’s departure, he 
said, ‘I am ready to have a missiona- 
ry; he has nothing to do but come; 
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there is a place where he may build 
and live.’ But he added, ‘I have been 
waiting an answer from Gailka and 
Islambi.’ ” 


ie 
DEATH OF MISS AMELIA HOLLETT. 
Communicated for the Methodist Magazine by her father. 


Diep, April 23, 1820, Miss Amelia 
Hollett, in her nineteenth year. She 
experienced a change of heart when 
about nine years of age; but, as is 
often the case with youth, she backslid 
from God, and continued in a stupid 
state until about eighteen months be- 
fore she died. Under the preaching 
of the Rev. Ara Williams she was 
roused from her spiritual lethargy, and 
excited to seek what she had lost ; and 
she soon found the lost pearl, and not 
long after united herself to the Me- 
thodist Episcopal Church. 

For some time she had exhibited 
symptoms of a liver complaint, and 
was. finally assaulted with a bilious 
fever, from which she never recover- 
ed. While thus afflicted, she struggled 
earnestly for ful/ redemption in the 
blood of Christ. For this she suppli- 
cated the throne of grace herself, and 
requested her Christian friends to in- 
tercede for her; and on Thursday, 
while brother Abell, in company with 
others, was engaged in ardent prayer, 
she clapped her hands in token of a 


victory over all sin, praised God, and 
said, ‘* Now I am ready to go, for the 
Lord has sanctified my soul.” After 
this, at her request, the sacrament of 
the Lord's supper was administered. 
It was a solemn and comfortable 
season. 

On sabbath morning it became evi- 
dent that her sufferings were nearly 
ended. She rejoiced at the prospect 
of so soon entering into her Master’s 
joy. About two hours before her death, 
her brothers and sisters were brought 
into the room, whom she exhorted ina 
very feeling manner, pressing on them 
the necessity of a preparation for death 
and judgment. An affectionate fare- 
well to all her friends, particularly 
her parents, preceded her last mo- 
ments. When unable to respond to 
the questions which were asked her, 
she raised her hand in token of tri- 
umph, and then fell asleep in Jesus, 
leaving behind her ** a sweet savour,” 
and a bright testimony of her prepa- 
_ to enter into the joy of her 





POETRY. 
—— 
From the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. 
LINES PRESENTED TO THE REV. JOHN BROWNELL, 
On his leaving England for the West Indies, as a Christian Missionary. 


Hark! from the islands of the sea, 
By poor benighted Indians trod, 

A cry is heard; that cry should be 
To all the voice of God. 


The heathen perish day by day: 
Age after age they’ve perish’d thus ; 
But oh! if we their help delay, 
Their blood: will be on us! 


The heathen perish,—sin and death 
Comprise their best estate below : 

They breathe despair with every breath ;— 
Will none to help them go ? 


Hark, from the islands of the sea 

A voice is heard, ‘*Oh come and save!” 
That is the voice of God to thee ;— 
Oh canst thou dangers brave ? 


Canst thou (for Christ forsaking all) 
Haste there, our Jesus’ love to tel! ? 
Canst thou, obedient to thy call, 
Bid England’s shores farewell ? 


Where Western India’s isles t’ adorn 
Nature’s sublimest gifts conspire, 
Thou wast a missionary born, 
Son of a missionary sire. 


Though ours was not thy native place, 
Yet dear to thee this British earth ! 

For there thou hadst,—oh glorious grace ! 
Thy best, thy second birth. 


There, there, thy buried parents rest ; 
There, there, thy arms fraternal twine ; 
There, there, thy nuptial vows were blest 
There, there, what friends are thine! 
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The graves where rest the honour’d dead, 
The hearths where living kindred meet, 

Phe altars where thy prayers were sped, 
Must be to memory sweet. 


Graves, hearths, and altars, thus endear’d, 
Are links in strong affection’s chain, 

Which all thou e’er hast hoped or fear’d, 
Shall never break in twain. 


Then go,—Jehovah’s will thy choice, 
Jehovah’s arm thy guide and guard ; 

His wisdom speaking with thy voice, 
His glory thy reward. 


Go,—prayers of saints shall ceaseless rise 
To bring down blessings on thy head ; 
Go, teach the nations, and baptize 
The living for the dead. 


Reminiscences.—The Lark and Christian. 














The living,—they whose life of love 
Shall gloriously on earth begin, 

Whose faith and prayers may haply move 
Their brethren dead in sin. 


Go,—while the breath of heaven prevails, 
To waft thee o’er the dangerous deep ; 

Christ be thy joy ’midst favouring gales ; 
Thy stay, should tempests sweep. 


Fareweli! thy name on many a tongue, 
Devotion’s holiest breath shall share ; 
While Christian brethren, old and young, 

Shail follow thee with prayer. 


*Tis God’s prerogative to bless ; 
?Tis man’s high privilege to pray : 

Farewell! The promise of success 
Points out, prepares thy way! 


JESUS TEACHING THE PEOPLE. 


How sweetly flow’d the gospel’s sound 
From lips of gentleness and grace, 

When listening thousands gather’d round, 
And joy and reverence fill’d the place ! 


From heaven he came—of heaven he spoke, 
To heaven he led his followers’ way ; 

Dark clouds of gloomy night he broke, 
Unveiling an immortal day. 


‘‘ Come, wanderers, to my Father’s home. 
Come, all ye weary ones, and rest !” 

Yes! sacred Teacher—we will come— 
Obey thee—love thee, and be blest! 


Decay, then, tenements of dust ! 
Pillars of earthly pride, decay ! 
A nobler mansion waits the just, 
And Jesus has prepared the way. 
BowRINc. 





REMINISCENCES. 
By James Montgomery, Esq. 


WHERE are ye with whom in life I started, 
Dear companions of my golden days ’” 
Ye are dead, estranged from me, or parted,— 
Flown, like morning clouds, a thousand 
ways. 


Where art thou, in youth my friend and brother, 
Yea in soul my friend and brother still ? 
Heaven received thee, and on earth none other 

Can the void in my lorn bosom fill. 


Where is she, whose looks were love and 
gladness /— 
Love and gladness I no longer see! 
She is gone ; and since that hour of sadness, 
Nature seems her sepulchre to me. 


Where am I?—life’s current faintly flowing 
Brings the welcome warning of release ; 
Struck with death, ah ! whither am I going“ 

All is well,—my spirit parts in peace. 





THE LARK AND THE CHRISTIAN. 


How sweet is the song of the lark when she springs 
‘To welcome the morning with joy on her wings ! 
The higher she rises the sweeter she sings, 

And she sings when we hear her no more: 
When storms and dark clouds veil the sun from our sight, 
She has mounted above them, she shines in the light ; 
Thus far from the scenes that disturb and affright, 

She loves her gay music to pour. 


*Tis thus with the Christian: his willing soul flies 
‘To welcome the dayspring that streams from the skies ; . 
He is drawn by its glorious effulgence to rise 
To the region from whence it 1s given ; 
He sings on his way from this cloud-cover’d spot ; 
The quicker his progress, the sweeter his note ; 
When we hear him no longer, the song ceases not, 
It blends with the chorus of heaven. 
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